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Thomas T. Fetters, Vincent Kohler : The Lustron Home: The History of a Postwar Prefabricated Housing 
Experiment  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Lustron Home: The History of a Postwar Prefabricated Housing Experiment: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Interesting and well-researched bookBy Rosemary ThorntonAnd I 
learned a lot of curious and odd little details that I thought were utterly fascinating. Tom Fetters is *the man* when it 
comes to Lustron Homes. Plus, the book is filled with dozens of vintage photos and brochures and ephemera. As an 
architectural writer, I loved the vintage graphics and old-fashioned 1950s advertising copy. What a hoot!The only 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786426551


drawback is that the text is a little dry and a bit too technical in places. A small complaint, I know, but that aside, it's a 
good book and remains the definitive book on Lustron Homes.Rose Thorntonauthor, The Houses That Sears Built0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Great Lustron ReadBy mikeWell written and very comprehensive. For 
Lustron folks the book is a must.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy ejonesWe love it! The 
written history is interesting and the listing of Lustron house locations is helpful. Very complete!

Advertised as a new standard for living, the Lustron Home was introduced in 1948 in response to the urgent need for 
housing for veterans returning from World War II and their rapidly growing families. These enameled steel, 
prefabricated houses became very popular, and were heavily promoted from 1948 to 1950. Approximately 2,500 went 
up all over the United States and even South America. This work chronicles the history of the Lustron Corporationhow 
it got started and why it failed. The architectural differences between the six basic models of the Lustron Home, and 
how they could be built in as little as two days, are fully described. Also included is a listing that documents the 
location, model, color and various other particulars of the roughly 2,500 houses completed.

Interesting...all levels --ChoiceLavishly illustrated...meticulously researched...strongly recommended --E-
StreamsWealth of information...interesting facts --Press PublicationsAbout the AuthorWriter and researcher Thomas 
T. Fetters lives in Lombard, Illinois. Contributing author Vincent Kohler is a visiting professor of American Studies at 
the Universidad Veracruzana in Xalapa, Mexico. 


