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William A. Radford : The Most Popular Homes of the Twenties (Dover Architecture)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Most Popular Homes of the Twenties 
(Dover Architecture): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Gabriella K. PettitNot exactly what I was looking 
for...home layouts are not that clear.17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Very liveable housesBy 
ChrijeffThese 41 homes, most of them one-and-a-half- or two-storey, are quite the sort of thing you might still find 
lining the older streets of your town. And with good reason, for while none of them is big, all of them have the basic 
elements Americans expect of their houses: bathrooms, electricity, closets, modern kitchens with built-in cabinets and 
sinks, and so on. Most have two or three bedrooms (and in many cases a "maid's room," which not only tells you 
something about what life was like for middle-class families in the days before the Depression, but could easily be 
converted, in these servantless times, to a handy home office or a guest room); porches and terraces are common and 
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good cross-ventilation ubiquitous (a selling point in a time when many people want to reduce their energy 
consumption whether for economic or ecological reasons). The book includes lovely color illustrations of many of the 
houses, and contemporary essays on such subjects as gardening, modern plumbing and wiring, and decoration 
(illustrated with BW photographs). Perhaps best of all, it doesn't share the lamentable nearly-universal flaw of Dover 
books, tiny illustrations: the plans are usually full-, and multiple-, page, and appear to be working blueprints, with light 
fixtures and such included. Before you go out house-hunting you could do worse than look through it and see how 
truly workable these almost-a-century-old homes really are. And, of course, social historians interested in the era will 
find it a treasure trove.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This Book Takes You Back In Time!!!By 
Presela AnneA fabulous buy for anyone who LOVES houses and their history. This book has the most perfect pictures 
of old houses built back in the 1920's, and it gives a wonderful feeling of nostalgia and admiration for the era. Makes 
me want to go back in time!!! Highly recommend to anyone who loves old houses. A keeper!!!

Based on a rare 1925 catalog, this showcase of one of the most beloved eras of American architecture features floor 
plans, construction details, and photos of twenty-six homes. Styles range from English cottages and Spanish 
bungalows to Dutch colonials, New England farmhouses, and Italianate designs.More than 250 illustrations, and 21 
color plates, complement the text, which contains detailed descriptions of exteriors and interiors. Supplementary 
articles explain how to convert porches into living space, install plumbing, and build garages. Other home-
improvement suggestions offer tips on landscaping gardens and designing interior woodwork. Daniel D. Reiff, an 
authority on antique house-plan books, offers an informative introduction that places these authentic views of early-
twentieth-century American architecture into a wider context.

About the AuthorWilliam A. Radford is also the author of the Dover book Architectural Details and Measured 
Drawings of Houses of the Twenties. 


