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C. R. W. Spedding, Geoffrey Spedding : The Natural History of a Garden before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Natural History of a Garden:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Another dimension to your gardeningBy Valerie Fletcher
AdolphWritten by a father and son, one living in southern England and the other in southern California, this book
gives you the skinny on just what is going on in your garden. Who likely livesin thislittle eco-system you have
created, who dines on your favourite plants and who eats the diners. themselves. Take aphids, for example (please!).
One aphid can give rise to 1300 more aphids within 14 days. Luckily these aphids are eaten at a great rate by hover
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flies, lady bugs and chickadees. One hover fly alone can eat 50 - 60 aphids a day and aladybug can eat several
thousand in its lifetime. Or take slugs. In England there may be as many as 200 slugs per 11 square feet of land. Their
only enemies, apart from gardeners, seem to be afew species of birds and large beetles. But there exist microscopic
creatures called nematodes that almost invisibly attack and kill slugs.If you are interested in nature study, or in
knowing what really is going on in your own, carefully created, eco-system this book will intrigue you. It contains a
wealth of information about the complex web of life that is your garden. The writers are sharing aavast store of
knowledge and understanding, yet the book is very readable.The generous section on "Gardens for Children”, his
specialy built school pond and his pleasure in finding diverse life forms beneath the lid of a garbage can (dustbin, if
you're English) specially placed in some rough grass speak to the senior writer's sense of wonder. His volume of
research and clearly presented information speak to his science-based knowledge.

To see wildlifein your garden you have to know what is there, what it looks like, and what it might be doing at any
given time. The book opens with advice on how to hone observational skills so you recognize not just the insects but
also their predators, and take note of the diversity of pollinators from the familiar honeybees to the low-temperature
bumbl ebees and late-night moths. Discussions of plants and animals are followed by similarly detailed studies of soil,
seasonal change, ecology, water, and garden visitors. The book's principles apply to gardens anywhere in the world,
although the species and events observed will obviously vary with each garden's location. The Natural History of a
Garden will enhance the garden naturalist's awareness with its strange-but-true facts, extraordinary statistics, and
fascinating revelations into how a garden works.

From BooklistSir Colin Spedding fulfills the role of congenial teacher and learned scholar in an illuminating and
rewarding study of a garden's ecology. At once down-to-earth and earnest, Spedding's efforts here should help develop
the sort of probing quality that elevates the everyday gardener to the level of budding naturalist and greatly increases
the enjoyment of cultivating plantsin one's own personal retreat. Assisted by his son, Geoffrey, also a zoologist,
Spedding writesin accessible, yet enticing, language to describe aliving universe of creatures, including the
microscopic kind, often hiding from plain sight within a backyard's ecosystem of plants and animals, soil and water.
Drawing upon avast store of knowledge, Spedding and son navigate readers along a garden path where differences
between bees and wasps are explored, methods of seed dispersal are delineated, and the content of soil inspected. A
final chapter focuses on gardens for children, completing a satisfying and essential course in natural history. Alice
JoyceCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved Avid gardeners, whose shelves are most likely
sagging with 'how-to' books, should find "The Natural History of a Garden" arefreshing approach to gardening.
Spedding's work may be seen as a ‘'what? where? when? how? and why? addition to the garden library. -- Kathryn
Lund Johnson "American Gardener” (11/19/2003)From the AuthorGeoffrey R. Spedding is now Associate Professor
in the Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering Department at the University of Southern Californiain Los Angeles.



