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Sarah Sutton : The New American Front Yard: Kiss Your Grass Goodbye  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The New American Front Yard: Kiss Your Grass Goodbye: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Matthew EnglandBeautiful photos. This book contains 
good information and will easily inspire anyone looking to relandscape their yard.2 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. Every Gardener's HandbookBy D. Robertson-christmanEven if you don't want to give up your lawn, 
Sarah Sutton's book is well-written and full of sage advice and practical solutions that the average homeowner can 
implement them for any garden. It is like having a wise, next door neighbor giving you friendly and knowledgable tips 
on each step of the process for making a beautiful and sustainable personal environment.There are so many books 
(albeit beautiful and inspiring) that don't give nearly 1/4 the information that Ms. Sutton offers in her informative, 
down-to-earth book. Her years as a practicing landscape architect and her passion for doing the right thing for our 
environment allowed Ms. Sutton to put together a well-integrated guide. Every local nursery should carry The New 
American Front Yard to give substantive help to any gardener.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Poorly written, poorly organized and overpriced. Out of ...By LDJPoorly written, poorly organized and overpriced. 
Out of the 40 running feet of horticultural books on my home library shelves, I would rank this in the bottom 5%
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With increased drought conditions and water restrictions, many homeowners are choosing to let their lawns die, but do 
not know what to do next. People are seeking green and green alternatives that are attractive, affordable and easy to 
maintain. Redesigning a front yard requires more careful planning than simply ripping out the front lawn and installing 
substitute plants from the local nursery. Most often this approach results in a hodge-podge of random drought-tolerant 
plants and is very likely to end up looking messy and disorganized. Simplicity, organization and neatness are exactly 
why people are drawn to the clean, green look of their manicured lawns and lush, water loving shrubs and perennials. 
Changing the front lawn aesthetic to a water conserving yard requires a more thoughtful and systematic approach. All 
green is not green . The typical American front lawn uses a tremendous quantity of water, while also exposing our 
family and pets to toxic herbicides and pesticides and creating polluted run-off that fl ows into our creeks and 
waterways. According to the EPA, the gas powered mowers, blowers and trimmers used by the standard landscape 
maintenance companies generate nearly 40 times more greenhouse gas per gallon of gas than the average car. The new 
American front yard must be eco-friendly in all aspects. This book is designed to provide the reader with a recipe for 
designing their own custom, beautiful and eco-friendly front yard. Like a recipe, there can be limitless variations in 
ingredients, flavors and presentation but the basic steps always apply. The author takes the reader from Getting 
Started, where she shows how to create a base plan, drawn to scale on grid paper, which will become the foundation 
for Defining Your Vision, Creating Your Design, Selecting Your Plants, Accessorizing Your Yard, and finally, 
Installing Your Design.

About the AuthorSarah Carolyn Sutton is a licensed Landscape Architect with over 30 years experience in sustainable 
landscape design and construction. As a LEED Accredited Professional and a Certified Green Building Professional, 
she advises on numerous sustainable projects and programs locally and nationally. Ms. Sutton received the Eisner 
Prize in the Creative Arts, University of California, Berkeley. Ms Sutton is a former instructor at Build It Green where 
she developed and presented the landscape design and site planning sections of the Certified Green Building 
Professional Training Program throughout California. Ms. Sutton has also pursued an education in the field of natural 
health and is a Certified Natural Health Professional, where she often incorporates her understanding of the health 
benefits of herbs into her design projects. Ms. Sutton is currently a Principal with Design, Community and 
Environment an ecologically-minded planning and design firm with offices in Berkeley, Ventura and San Diego, 
California. 


