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Editors of Sunset Magazine : The New Western Garden Book: The Ultimate Gardening Guide (Sunset Western 
Garden Book (Paper))  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The New Western Garden Book: The Ultimate Gardening Guide (Sunset Western Garden Book (Paper)): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great Book For Plant Lovers That Know Their PlantsBy Candee 
Lynn WilsonI was told that, as a beginning gardener, this was a "must-have" book. It is a beautiful piece of work, no 
doubt, if you have some knowledge of gardening and plants in general. Because the book takes in so many climate 
zones, I found it difficult to navigate. I would have preferred a book that sorted plants by climate zones rather than 
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alphabetically. Of course, this would probably make the book too big to handle. The sections that designate good 
plants for shade, seacoast gardens, slopes, etc., are helpful but too limited. Although the photographs are beautiful, the 
book, in my opinion, is better suited to someone that has a more extensive knowledge of plans that I do. It will make a 
nice reference book with the help of a landscaper.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Not as good as 
past editionsBy Kathy JordenNot as good as past editions. Names have changed and if you don't know the new name 
you can't look it up. No reference to past or common names.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. It's my 
favorite general garden book.By Ana MarieI keep all my old editions and then compare when looking up information. 
I'm not crazy about how you have to look up the common name, then are given the botanical name which will then 
give you the page numbers. I don't have a great short-term memory so I have to keep looking back at how to spell the 
botanical name or I have to write it down; kind of a hassle. However, I do appreciate how just about any gardening 
topic you might need is in there. It's what I use as my first step in planning my several gardens.

As surely as gardens change with the seasons, gardening is ever changing. New plants, techniques, materials, and 
lifestyles are constantly broadening the choices you have and reshaping the way you garden in the West. In response to 
this natural evolution, the editors of Sunset-the West's most trusted source of gardening information for more than 80 
years-have completely redesigned and updated The Western Garden Book in this new 2012 Ninth Edition. Following 
the best-selling success of the previous editions of The Western Garden Book, this edition includes a fresh new look, 
thousands of color photographs, fresh illustrations, and an easy-to-follow format. Written by experts for gardeners in 
the West, this book is an indispensable reference for beginning and expert gardeners alike.The New Western Garden 
Book features include:A photo gallery shows the West's most innovative gardens, from all-edibles front yards to 
stylish water-wise and fire-wise gardens to living walls and green roofs-all with ideas you can use.Climate Zone Maps 
and growing-season graphs for all regions of the West including Alaska and Hawaii.A new "Plant Finder" section 
helps you choose plants for their garden's problem areas or for special effects."A to Z Plant Encyclopedia" lists some 
8,000 plants that thrive in the West, including more than 500 new ones. Gorgeous color photographs illustrate all plant 
entries-for the first time ever in The Western Garden Book."Gardening From Start to Finish" is a new visual guide that 
leads readers through all steps of making a garden, from soil prep through planting, growing and care, with special 
sections on natives, veggies, grasses and more.
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