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Joseph Cali : The New Zen Garden: Designing Quiet Spaces  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The New Zen Garden: Designing Quiet Spaces: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Shoddy, Cheap Imitation of the OriginalBy Schwanda 
DoodlemeyerWords fail me to express my disappoint in the book I received today. I had anticipated a "work of art" 
coffee-table book, but instead was sent a clumsy, poorly-made imitation of the original. I ordered this book after 
viewing it from my local library. THAT book was sublime, elegant, finely made with photo-quality paper and had fine 
touches, such as Japanese liner paper in front and back. THAT book also was larger in size. It was a first edition 
printed in Japan. The book I received was printed in the USA by Echo Point Books Media. It has the look and feel of a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=4770029810


bargain reprint - dull, thin paper that feels of recycle, flimsy construction in the binding, smaller and more difficult to 
read print to accommodate the smaller sized format.I am familiar with quality. I gladly paid the asking price for the 
book I requested - the book I had seen and found beautiful. The book I received is shoddy and belongs in a $5.00 close-
out bin. Buyer Beware!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Professional photos, magical world of 
traditional Japanese garden, ...By Volodymyr GlukhomanyukProfessional photos, magical world of traditional 
Japanese garden, meticulously executed drawings. And most importantly - 100% relevant to the topic of the book. 
Rare edition today.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Bill BaileyGreat book

IN THE TRADITION OF JAPANESE TOUCH FOR YOUR GARDEN, THE PERFECT BOOK FOR 
CONTEMPOLATING A ZEN-STYLE GARDEN FOR HOME OR TOWNHOUSE, YARD OR 
BALCONY.Japanese gardens are renowned for their serene and peaceful ambiance. The New Zen Garden presents the 
Japanese garden as it exists today, with all its traditional qualities joined to modern architecture and viewed from a 
modern perspective.This book takes the concept introduced in the best-selling Japanese Touch for Your Garden and, 
focusing on the more contemplative gardens that are drawing greater and greater attention, blends it with a more 
practical approach.Lavishly illustrated with many previously unpublished photographs and featuring the works of 
contemporary garden designers and landscape architects, The New Zen Garden begins with a brief introduction of the 
history of the Japanese garden and its spiritual roots. It then guides the reader through the basics of garden concepts, 
layout, and personal needs.With a focus on small- and medium-size home gardens, author Joseph Cali introduces a 
visually explicit process in which anyone can conceive their own home garden, whether for a single-family residence 
or the balcony of an apartment or townhouse. Cali also includes a handful "spotlight sections" that feature guidance 
from prominent Japanese garden designers, each of whom steers the reader step-by-step through a specific building 
technique, including the making of textured clay walls, traditional stone walkways, and stone settings.The New Zen 
Garden provides a wealth of information on designing a garden to harmonize with any home or private space. It is a 
provocative eye-opener both for the serious Japanese garden enthusiast and the weekend gardener.

"When the chaos overwhelms you, find a moment to pick up Japan-based designer Joseph Cali's excellent book on Zen 
gardens. Photos of classic and contemporary designs-modest sand-and-stone courtyards and green gardens with 
waterfalls and ponds-exude tranquility. -Los Angeles Times"Just looking at the gorgeous photos alone will help calm 
the bewildered mind... What a perfect corner from which to read my ever-growing pile of books!" -Asian Week"The 
New Zen Garden will help you design a Japanese garden perfect enough to make all your neighbors jealous." ?Water 
Gardening MagazineAbout the AuthorJOSEPH CALL was born and raised in New York City and graduated from the 
Rhode Island School of Design with a degree in Fine Art and Painting. He has lived and worked in Japan as an interior 
designer, graphic designer, copywriter, and illustrator for over twenty years. His work has appeared in numerous 
books and publications. He is the coauthor, with Azby Brown, of The Japanese Dream House. 


