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13 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Not written for North Carolina.....By D. J. BallingtonI purchased 
this book specifically because of the "North Carolina" in the title. However, except for six pages about N. C. frost 
dates, rain fall and hardiness zones, I've found nothing in this book that is specific to gardening in North Carolina (not 
to say that it isn't good, basic advice about southern gardening). I feel cheated!0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. book needed for workBy Cynthia Watsonvery informative book. lots of down to earth information 
with interesting side notes. would definately recommend to anyone. very glad i got it2 of 4 people found the following 
review helpful. Not really about North CarolinaBy JoeinClemmonsI found this book to contain little information that 
is specific to North Carolina. I believe that only reason that it is said to be about North Carolina is to give author 
Reeves a chance to cash in on some of our nearly 10 million residents. Why bother writing ONE book as a "Guide for 
the Southeast", when you can take that book and put it out as separate guides for Georgia, Tennessee and North 
Carolina? Three times the states equals three times the money. Ironically, WR routinely tears down the advice of other 
people in his field, telling us to watch out for snake oil. I guess that he doesn't believe that anyone but himself should 
be allowed to make a living selling gardening advice.He is also quite the self-promoter. Check out his website, where 
he proclaims himself to be "the most respected garden guru in the Southeast". Why have others praise you when you 
can it yourself, right?I recently wrote a letter to WR, after reading a piece that he wrote on Jerry Baker's homemade 
lawn formula's. Here is the letter...Howdy Walter, I read your piece that disparages the use of Jerry Bakers homemade 
lawn spray (beer, ammonia, etc). While your explanation makes sense from a scientific standpoint, what do you make 
of the hundreds of people who have posted their success stories with this formula on different forums? Do you think 
that they have each been the victim of some form of collective hypnosis?? If what you say is true, those same forums 
would be littered with angry posts, written by disillusioned believers. Hundreds of unbiased, unrelated people attest to 
the efficacy of the formula.Another thing...You mention "snake oil". How would that apply here? No one is selling 
anything. There is no profit to be made. Why would you sense something sinister about this formula being shared, for 
free, between people who are concerned about their lawn? Ironically, I am certain that you make a nice living selling 
(and not always giving away) your knowledge about lawn care. More power to you on that score...just don't judge 
others who are simply trying to lend some helpful advice.Lastly, there is no place for comments like "use the little bit 
of science that you still remember" (last paragraph of your article). How in the world do you know how much science 
other people do, or do not, remember? Holy cow! Do you think that you can be anymore presumptive and 
condescending? You are not the only one in the U.S who has studied chemistry or who has a brain.So, there is my 
advice to you. Do with it what you may.(end of my letter to WR)I do not have a problem with someone having self 
confidence or with them marketing their knowledge. I do have a problem with anyone who believes that they are the 
first and last word on any subject that the choose to speak about. I don't care how much knowledge that WR has. What 
he needs is a dose of humility. There are others in the field who have been at it longer than he has. I haven't heard any 
of them say a word against him or any of their brethren.

Gardening is now the favorite leisure pastime in America. Homeowners are realizing the benefits derived from 
gardening, namely enjoyment, exercise, and nutrition. Book retailers are well aware that the trend in gardening books 
is to regional titles that provide credible information on the plants that perform well in specific regions. "The North 
Carolina Fruit Vegetable Book" is written by the highly popular gardening experts Walter Reeves and Felder Rushing. 
Contains advice for plant fruits, vegetables, and herbs. With 60 featured plants, the authors provide characteristics of 
available varieties, planting and maintenance advice, as well as recipes for dishes from the garden.

About the AuthorRushing is a 10th generation Southern gardener. He is a leading Extension Service consumer 
horticulturist in Mississippi and has two degrees from Mississippi State University and the Louisiana State University 
Landscape School of the South. He coordinates Master Gardeners in the state's capitol. 


