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B. Mackie : The Owner-Built Log House: Living in Harmony With Your Environment  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Owner-Built Log House: Living in 
Harmony With Your Environment: 

16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. The Professional Log HomeBy William LattanzioI am an 
electrician and not a home builder. And while I can frame a wall or build a shed fairly well I won't pretend that I could 
build an entire home without technical help. One day I would like to build a small log cabin with my family, even if it 
takes years. This book along with a few others that I read basically assumes that the reader will build a log home with 
the help of some contractors and even gives tips on being a GC. And while that is probably good advice to find the 
best and most experienced people to help build this home it isn't very pioneer.If you are looking to build a log home as 
your primary residence than by all means read this book and others like it. If you are looking to build a small place and 
have fun doing it there are other books out there that are better suited.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Good BookBy John VanTreesB. Mackie is a crazy environmentalist, but if you are too, then this book is perfect for 
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you. You can learn that being one with the environment isn't always the best choice. You can learn from his mistakes 
and build the perfect house that is right for you. Just note that he's never stayed in a house that he's built for very long. 
There's a reason here people, he may be good at building, but was never good at design.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Very comprehensiveBy The VikingA very easy to read book(although technical in places) 
for the person serious about building your own log house. Beautiful photos make dreaming easy in this book.

Praise for the first edition: "B. Allan Mackie demonstrates to anyone who has ever dreamed of having a log home that 
ownership is within reach." -- Log Home Design A decade ago, B. Allan Mackie was nearing completion of Ardea, the 
log house he built on Shanty Lake. He shared these experiences in the original edition of The Owner-Built Log House. 
In this new edition he continues his personal journey, which led him to complete Ardea and realize he had yet to build 
the perfect log house. This book is a testament to Mackie's most treasured desire -- to reproduce the life and style of 
the pioneers. In this unique book, Mackie provides a thorough, expert and practical guide to building a log house. He 
demonstrates that, with the will to learn, the average person is more than capable of building a log house that will 
serve for years to come. This profusely illustrated book is both a technical manual and a photo essay. Mackie, 
renowned for his skill, recounts each step day by day. The chapters cover: The purpose of building a log house The 
building tree Making a set of plans How long it will take and how much it will cost Choosing a site and tools Log 
walls Notches Roofs Windows, doors and stairs Interior and finishing touches Mackie also carefully addresses such 
issues as building ecologically and harvesting trees. This new edition of The Owner-Built Log House includes a new 
chapter that covers the building and finishing of two additional log houses, which were only in the planning stage 
when the original book was published. Over 30 photographs take the reader carefully through the process of building 
the author's main house at Shanty Lake as well as a new and smaller retirement home in which the author currently 
lives. 

From Library JournalMost library users are interested in homes using traditional construction methods, but 
comprehensive collections should offer information about alternative technologies. These three titles offer good 
options. Pearson offers instructions to build yurts, tipis, and benders all dwellings that consist of a collapsible, 
lightweight frame covered with cloth. Examples range from simple, temporary designs to much sturdier structures 
appropriate for year-round use. The examples are from all over the world, but brief instructions allow anyone to build 
a rather exotic structure inexpensively. The Sanchezes provide a wealth of information about the history and 
techniques associated with the use of adobe, an ancient material common in the Southwest. Twelve plans for both 
traditional and modern homes are included some of which look surprisingly conventional to the casual observer. This 
title will be of particular interest to readers in the more arid regions of North America. Mackie, a well-known author 
and educator of log home-building techniques, shows how to construct a log home in a low-impact, environmentally 
friendly manner. The homes shown are beautiful, with a great deal of exposed joinery; Mackie's step-by-step 
instructions and excellent illustrations show how everything is done (the author, who is in his mid-seventies, is still 
building homes a feat that many half his age would find taxing). These titles are recommended for comprehensive 
collections or for those with a regional interest in the particular technology covered. Copyright 2001 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. A good read for those planning to venture into the log home-building process, Mackie's wry prose 
takes the reader step-by-step through the entire process, aided by hundreds of full-colour photographs and detailed 
diagrams and drawings. Based on Mackie's experience in creating Ardea, his log house on Shanty Lake, this new 
edition includes a chapter that covers the building and finishing of two additional log houses, which were only in the 
planning stage when the original book was published. The book is a testament to Mackie's most treasured desire -- to 
reproduce the life and style of the pioneers. (Homes and Cottages 2011-03-01)Regardless of what stage you find 
yourself today, dreaming, planning, building or living in your log home, and it doesn't matter if you plan to build a 
handcrafted or milled home, this new book belongs in your library. It is an educational, fun and inspirational book 
about log homes that I believe you will thoroughly enjoy. (Log Home Blog 2011-04-25)[ of previous edition:] The 
homes shown are beautiful, with a great deal of exposed joinery; Mackie's step-by-step instructions and excellent 
illustrations show how everything is done. (Library Journal 2001-12-01)[ of earlier edition:] One of a '10 Essential 
Books for Every Log Home Owner' in their 10th Anniversary Issue. (Log Home Design Ideas)[ of earlier edition:] 
Allan Mackie, who has been building log homes with his own hands for decades, offers a literary gift to those who 
entertain the idea of building [a log cabin] the old-fashioned way.... The prose is as clear as Yosemite's sky at dawn, 
and illustrations and photos provide plenty of guidance when you're up to your elbows in timber. Mackie doesn't 
mince words, and he doesn't glorify the process -- but he does impart the satisfaction of building something 
extraordinary. (Michael McCarthy Log Home Living 2008-04-01)[ of earlier edition:] These two books are going to be 
nirvana for anyone who wants to learn how to build one step by step and knows this information has come from 
decades of hands-on practice. (Owner Builder)[ of earlier edition:] This book is nirvana for anyone who wants to learn 
how to build a log house step by step and knows this information has come from decades of hands-on experience. [ of 
earlier edition:] This book is nirvana for anyone who wants to learn how to build a log house step by step and knows 



this information has come from decades of hands-on experience. (Rob Hadden The Owner Builder)This book is a 
testament to Mackie's most treasured desire: to reproduce the life and style of the pioneers. Recognized throughout 
North America, Europe and Asia as the foremost builder of log houses, he provides a thorough, expert and practical 
guide for anyone undertaking such a DIY project. More than a technical manual, the profusely illustrated book is as 
much a photo essay. Thirty of the pictures cover the construction of Mackie's home on Ontario's Shanty Lake and a 
smaller retirement home where he now lives. (Log Home Living 2012-05-01)About the AuthorB. Allan Mackie is 
recognized around the world as one of the foremost builders of log houses. He teaches log building throughout North 
America and in Europe and Asia. 


