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John Adams: The Permaculture Book of DI'Y before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Permaculture Book of DIY':

Permacultureisalow cost, environmental and creative approach to living. The Permaculture Book of DIY presents
over 20 practical projects that show you how to cleverly recycle materials into useful and unique objects at low
financial and environmental cost. Some projects can even be completed for free. Want to spend more time enjoying
your home and garden? With this diverse range of projects you could be growing vegetablesin your own geodesic
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growdome, relaxing on arecycled wooden pallet garden bench whilst enjoying a cider from your very own cider press,
or generating your own power with a self-installed solar panel! Each project has been carefully tried and tested and is
clearly laid out with step-by-step instructions and supporting photography and diagrams. It is suitable for anyone who
wantsto learn DIY sKkills, have fun and involve their kids too. Learn how to make your own: Solar food dryer Self-
watering raised bed Pallet furniture Wood-fired pizza oven Rocket stove hot tub and much more!

About the AuthorPermaculture magazine has been in print since 1992, during which time John Adams has been
writing articles about his various DIY projects. Thisisa collection of his most popular projects plus a selection of our
favorite readers DI'Y submissions.Mike Abbott spent most of his childhood playing in the woods around his home near
Bristol. After graduating with a degree in combined science, he returned to the countryside with avariety of jobsin
amenity horticulture. While attending a course in arboriculture in 1976, Mike discovered Herbert Edlins inspiring
book Woodland Craftsin Britain. From this he made hisfirst pole-lathe and set about rediscovering the skills that had
been all but lost. Two years later he undertook a course in recreation management which included a study of the
recreational potential of small woodlands. Here he devel oped the concept of the Living Wood; no longer just a haunt
for pheasants and wildlife but an environment where people could re-establish their contact with the natural world.
After two years landscaping in Germanys Black Forest, Mike returned to work in his home village near Bristol,
supervising a youth-training scheme on a woodland restoration project. Here he was able to incorporate his new found
love of woodland crafts and could see the fulfilment that this kind of work offered to his trainees. In 1985 he set up
Living Wood Training with the aim of teaching green wood skills and promoting their potential. In 1989 he wrote his
first book, Green Woodwork, and ayear later gathered together a small group of enthusiasts to found the Association
of Pole-lathe Turners which grew from aband of six in 1990 to an association of over 500 members within ten years.
Over the past two decades, Mike has taught his skills for numerous organisations throughout Britain aswell asin the
USA, Sweden, Denmark and Finland. In 1993, he was joined in his venture by former green-wood pupil, Tamsin
Allum, atalented artist, writer and craftsperson who shares Mike's passion for woodlands. Within ayear of being
together, they had bought a 10-acre woodland in Herefordshire together with five other people. They subsequently
renamed it Clissett Wood after Philip Clissett, alocal Victorian chairmaker whose former cottage abuts the wood. For
ten years this woodland was the home to Mikes courses in aworkshop that he shared with fellow green woodworker
Gudrun Leitz. Mike and Tamsin married in 1996. Since then they have lived in a cottage in East Herefordshire. In
their spacious garden, they have built two traditional timber framed workshops with wattle-and-daub walls. Mike runs
personal tuition and makes chairsin his workshop, while Tamsin creates stained glassillustrationsin hers. Aswell as
producing two delightful children they have also published a book entitled Living Wood - From Buying a Woodland
to Making a Chair, written by Mike and illustrated by Tamsin. After 10 years of sharing the woodland workshop at
Clissett Wood, Mike decided that he needed more time and space for his courses. Meanwhile Tamsin was developing
her business in stained-glass, so in 2005 they sold their sharesin Clissett Wood. Since then, Mike has established a
new base at Brookhouse Wood which he rents from a tree-loving Farmer, four miles along the lane from their home.
Mike has now finally achieved his main ambition; to live and work in the countryside in tune with the seasons. Each
spring Mike and a group of volunteers reassembl e the workshop structures and add new improvements to the
woodland facilities. From May to September he runs his woodland courses with a break in July for afamily holiday
plus craft fairs and some personal tuition. In autumn he wraps up the workshop again for the winter. In the run up to
Christmas he spends most of his time at home catching up on administration while giving Tamsin more time in the
studio during her busiest season of the year. From January to March, Mike seizes the opportunity on sunny days, to
pay hisrent by carrying out woodland management at Brookhouse Wood. Otherwise his winter is split between
making chairs, writing, running personal tuition and harvesting enough firewood to provide warmth for the cottage,
the workshop and the studio.



