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Paul Heiney : The Practical Homestead: The Backyard Handbook for Growing Food, Raising Animals, and 
Nurturing Your Land  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Practical Homestead: The Backyard Handbook for Growing Food, Raising Animals, and Nurturing Your 
Land: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Perfect resource for planning for a beginner!By CustomerThis book 
is so informative, detailed and very well thought out! Even if you aren't interesting in executing a homesteading 
lifestyle its a great read! It helps with deciding where to start, what will be more challenging, more rewarding, and 
even helps with deciding breeds of livestock. Great advice for multiple sizes of land, different climates, and choosing 
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between animal husbandry, crops or both! Also a great resource for how to combine different elements of farming to 
further the benefits! Interesting diagrams that are well thought out along with detailed descriptions help any type of 
learning! Our entire family is enjoying this book!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great intro of 
country living for beginnersBy Ayaana ToureThe book is written in such a winsome style and it seems the main 
purpose is to get city folks to consider the advantages of living in the country. It provides some basic education and 
potential of amount of acreage, etc.7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. My favorite farming book!By 
Stephanie J.Paul Heiney has covered everything imaginable in this book. Full color and up to date pictures, detailed 
explanations on everything from raising chickens, cows, goats, sheep, waterfowl to making cheese, wine and 
preserves. Truly a wonderful book, highly recommend to anyone even slightly interested in having their own 
homestead or farm.

The perfect guide to the "good life" for today's back-to-the-earth enthusiast, The Practical Homestead shows you how 
it's done, regardless of where you live, even if it means starting with a small window box in the middle of the city. 
From the basics of home farming, livestock care, gardening for food, raising field crops, and preparing food from the 
crops and animals one has raised by hand, The Practical Homestead will inspire you to live the country life.

About the AuthorPaul Heiney is a TV and radio reporter in England. In 1990, he transformed his life by taking up 
traditional farming in Suffolk, England, where for ten years he worked a 36-acre farm and wrote a diary of his 
activities. He is the author of Can Cows Walk Down Stairs and The Nuts and Bolts of Life. 


