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From Routledge : The Return of Nature: Sustaining Architecture in the Face of Sustainability  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Return of Nature: 
Sustaining Architecture in the Face of Sustainability: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A great combination of essays that explain architectures recent 
return to ...By RyanA great combination of essays that explain architectures recent return to nature. An excellent read 
for those interested in, how our concerns for the health of the planet are translated into neo-primitive and ecological 
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architecture.

The Return of Nature asks you to critique your conception of nature and your approach to architectural sustainability 
and green design. What do the terms mean? Are they de facto design requirements? Or are they unintended design 
replacements? The book is divided into five parts giving you multiple viewpoints on the role of the relations between 
architecture, nature, technology, and culture. A detailed case study of a built project concludes each part to help you 
translate theory into practice. This holistic approach will allow you to formulate your own theory and to adjust your 
practice based on your findings. Will you provoke change, design architecture that responds to change, or both? 
Coedited by an architect and a historian, the book features new essays by Robert Levit, Catherine Ingraham, Sylvia 
Lavin, Barry Bergdoll, K. Michael Hays, Diane Lewis, Andrew Payne, Mark Jarzombek, Jean-Francois Chevrier, 
Elizabeth Diller, Antoine Picon, and Jorge Silvetti. Five case studies document the work of MOS Architects, Michael 
Bell Architecture, Steven Holl Architects, George L. Legendre, and Preston Scott Cohen.
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