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Peter Cowman : The Sheltermaker's Manual - Volume 1  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Sheltermaker's Manual - Volume 1: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. These are a fantastic resource!By CustomerI have purchased both 
the Sheltermaker Manuals and found them to be a fantastic resource when I was preparing for my first self-build. 
These manuals take you from designing, planning, material and time organisation, right through to the details of 
different types of construction methodologies, and typical implementations. Peter also elaborates on many of the 
'invisible' or life aspects of Sheltermaking - everything that happens in and around - in the space and time - involved in 
a self build. It is a reminder that you are in charge of the process and that the construction of our own home is really a 
life experience of which the construction and building are only a part. A great read - my first recommendation to 
anyone wanting to a great resource to kick start and reference during their home building process!

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0975778269


When architect Peter Cowman dreamed up his groundbreaking Be Your Own Architect concept he quickly discovered 
that his university education had neglected to teach him the rudiments of house design! Realising that people had 
always practiced a vernacular architecture he set out to revive this tradition. Vernacular styles of building are 
characterised by their simplicity, by their use of local materials and by the ease with which they can be constructed. 
The knowledge required for their creation was long regarded as being common knowledge and freely available to all. 
Information on how to create vernacular architecture has been forgotten due to the oral nature of the tradition! While 
there are many books which detail aspects of house design, instruction on how to utilise this wealth of information is 
virtually non-existent. In this innovative and supremely practical Manual Peter Cowman articulates what can only be 
described as the secrets of vernacular architecture, or, as he calls it, sheltermaking. With its emphasis on the positive, 
the practical and the affordable The Sheltermakers Manual articulates a proven design methodology for the creation of 
versatile and meaningful designs suited to the modern world, information which can be applied both to new as well as 
to existing buildings - in whatever part of the world one happens to live.


