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Lois Trigg Chaplin : The Southern Gardener's Book of Lists: The Best Plants for All Your Needs, Wants, and 
Whims  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Southern 
Gardener's Book of Lists: The Best Plants for All Your Needs, Wants, and Whims: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fantastic Book for Southern GardenersBy P. WrightAny serious 
southern gardener needs this book. Ms. Chaplin has gone to great lengths to cover every conceivable situation in your 
yard and list plants, shrubs, and trees that are suitable for them. I have many gardening books, but I have to say this is 
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by far the most practical, most useful one in my collection.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three 
StarsBy bettynot nearly as good as Southern Living Gardening book4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 
It has potential, BUT...By ChiLuvrI was really excited when I bought this book. I could envision exactly how it would 
help me. I read through the lists - most of them are useful. I could just see carrying it in the car, always. I stop at a 
nursery and find a plant that I absolutely love, but where do I put it? Sun? Shade? I can look up the plant and find all 
the different lists that it fits. All I have to do is turn to the index and - wait - WHAT INDEX? This book has what may 
be the most pitiful excuse for an index I have ever seen. It might as well not have one at all.As for the complaints 
about no photos, I can understand that. It is, after all, a book of 'Lists', not a book of plants. I believe that one could 
still find the plant that fits a particular location or need based on the list, and then go to another reference to Iearn 
about the plant itself. This I can still do even though I cannot use the book as I had hoped. For this reason I give the 
book 2 stars instead of 1. It makes the book less helpful but not totally useless.So yes, the book has potential, but 
unless a new edition comes out with a MUCH improved index, I can't recommend it to anyone.

The Southern Gardener's Book of Lists, a sourcebook and workbook in one, has all the answers. With more than 200 
lists of plants grouped by their horticultural characteristics and uses in the garden, this is the one-of-a-kind guide to 
spending less time and money on your garden. Veteran gardener and best-selling author Lois Trigg Chaplin 
recommends hundreds of plants for hundreds of uses, noting the specific Southern regions they grow in and sharing 
helpful hints and insights. Other special features include the tips, suggestions, and anecdotes of gardeners, nurserymen, 
designers, and horticulturists from across the South.

From Library JournalThe author, a well-known gardening writer who served as gardening editor for Southern Living 
for 13 years, has compiled a useful and entertaining book of lists for Southern gardeners. It's helpful when catalogs 
group together plants that do well in sun or shade and code other horticultural characteristics, but Chaplin goes further, 
offering lists of annuals that withstand heavy rain, roses that provide fragrance, perennials suited to heavy clay soil, 
and, this reviewer's favorite, vines feared for their vigor. Noted experts have assisted in compiling the lists. Altogether, 
there are more than 200 lists in nine categories, with appropriateness for upper South, middle South, lower South, and 
coastal areas indicated. Recommended for public libraries in the South. (Index not seen.)-Carol Cubberley, Univ. of 
Southern Mississippi, HattiesburgCopyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistChaplin's 
recommendations for trees, perennials, azaleas, roses, and other plants are aimed at gardeners who live in the country's 
southern regions, including those living the farthest south, who find it most difficult to gather dependable data. More 
than 1,000 plant varieties are listed with Latin and common names and notations as to appropriate areas for greatest 
planting success. The survey of trees alone includes 50 lists that span cultivation requirements, design uses, and 
practical considerations ("weak wood or structural problems"), with other lists citing tree choices for topiary or 
windbreaks, fast-growing types, etc. Black-and-white illustrations and line drawings will accompany the text. Alice 
Joyce LoisTrigg Chaplin takes the practical, informative art of list-making to gardeners with this book...the true genius 
of Chaplin's work is that she also includes lists that are uncommon to find anywhere else, but are nonetheless essential 
bits of information. From ferns to trees to groundcovers, this book has it all nicely broken down in practical lists for 
everyone. (New South Gardener)The author, a well-known gardening writer who served as gardening editor for 
Southern Living for 13 years, has compiled a useful and entertaining book of lists for Southern gardeners. (Library 
Journal)Chaplin's recommendations for trees, perennials, azaleas, roses, and other plants are aimed at gardeners who 
live in the country's southern regions, including those living the farthest south, who find it most difficult to gather 
dependable data. (Booklist)Lois Trigg Chaplin compiles more than 200 lists of plants that fill everyday and special 
needs. (Raleigh News and Observer)...a must book for newcomers to the South. (Gainesville Times)An excellent 
reference for homeowners or gardeners planning a yard. (Augusta Chronicle)A book that no Southern Gardener should 
be without. (Joanne Caglione Fairhope Courier)Provides a handy list of plants suitable for all types of gardening 
situations. (Anne Clay Fairhope Courier) 


