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Barrie E. Juniper, David J. Mabberley : The Story of the Apple  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Story of the Apple: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent! multifaceted storyBy CARISTAN YVESExcellent! 
multifaceted story, including an up to date detailed geological (plate tectonics) and geographical presentation of the 
Tian Shan land that hosted and protected Malus pumila, then biological, cultivar evidences, and cultural accounts, 
(including the score of a well known song from Borodin "Prince Igor"!) It is better if the reader is a little bit familiar 
with scientific langage.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Dense academic work-not an easy readBy 
Daniel MartinThis is not an easy read. Have a look at the sneak peak provided, I suggest going to page 20. This is 
what most of the book is like. This may be appropriate for the invested horticultural undergrad or Ph.D. seeker, but for 
the casual reader it is a strong soporific. There is a lot of information regarding the origins of the apple if you can cope 
with the depth of the explanation that includes geology and plate tectonics. I am hoping for a revision incorporating 
findings of new DNA sequencing technologies AND editing by a writer to improve the readability of the prose.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Bite into this!By Reading RooThis is a seriously good piece of science 
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writing about a topic that keeps the doctor away. Hard work at times but the better for that.

The Story of the Apple reveals the solution to a long-standing puzzle. Where did the apple come from, and why is the 
familiar large, sweet, cultivated apple so different from all other wild apple species with their bitter, cherry-sized 
fruits? This book will fascinate gardeners who wish to know more about the origin and natural history of the plants 
that they grow in their yards or orchards, researchers and students in botany and horticulture who want the evidence 
from DNA, geology, anthropology, archaeology, zoology, and Classical history, and anyone with an interest in diet, 
well-being, and the benevolent effects of plants on the emergence of humankind.

From the PublisherThe Story of the Apple will fascinate gardeners who wish to know more about the origin and 
natural history of the plants that they grow in their yards or orchards, researchers and students, and anyone with an 
interest in diet, well-being, and the benevolent effects of plants on the emergence of humankind.About the 
AuthorDavid J. Mabberley is the Soest Professor of Horticultural Science and Director of the University of 
Washington Botanic Gardens, and visiting professor at the University of Leiden. He, too, is interested in the 
relationships of plants and humans and has published extensively on botanical history and art, tropical ecology, and is 
the author of The Plant-Book, a Portable Dictionary of the Higher Plants. 


