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Celestine Sibley : The Sweet Apple Gardening Book  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Sweet Apple Gardening Book: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great little book!By CarolineLove it. I lost my version in my last 
move and this is an absolute favorite of mine, so I'm happy to have it again. Sibley was one of the major influences in 
my gardening life. I lived not far from her for 10 years and actually spoke with her once. Her newspaper columns were 
terrific. They were very inspirational for my mother who also wrote a newspaper column for awhile and Mother taught 
me to love Sibley as well.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A Beautiful BookBy Melissa V 
DanielAlthough the book will be a Christmas gift for my mother, I looked through it before wrapping it. The pictures 
are lovely, done by John Kollock, one of our local artists and a friend of mine. Being a born and bred Atlantan, I was 
particularly interested in the author, Celestine Sibley. At one time, she had a column in Atlanta's Journal-Constitution. 
Sibley's writing style is lovely and yet simplistic, full of warmth. I'm sure the book will be a joy to read and my mom, 
an avid Celestine Sibley reader, will love it. Definitely a keepsake, ESPECIALLY for native Atlantans, as both the 
author and the illustrator are from Atlanta.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. a must read for 
gardenersBy greg j korteThe book arrived in great shape. Many thanks to the seller. I could kick myself for not visiting 
this area of the country. I was within 5 miles of sweet apple but didn't know it. This is one of those books where you 
wish you could be right there with the author, or at least go for a visit.
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WITH HER CHARACTERISTIC WARMTH and good humor, Celestine Sibley invites us into her garden at Sweet 
Apple, the 1848 log cabin that her readers grew to know through Sibley's many columns and books about her life 
there.While sharing her experiences with gardening, she weaves rich images of friends and loved ones into the 
narrative of her adventures in learning about the land and nature. Her subjects are commonplace and timeless--the 
experience of beginning a garden and the work it involves; the joys of growing your own vegetables; the challenges of 
the compost pile and a bewildering variety of garden insects; and the endless delights of flower arranging.Sibley does 
not prescribe guidelines on gardening so much as she describes in amusing detail the trails and frustrations as well as 
the enormous satisfaction of gardening. As Sibley says, "It's not what you grow that makes you a rich and successful 
gardener.... The doing is the thing." Likewise, it's not the subjects that make this book so endearing--it's Celestine's 
observations on them.This is a collection of personal essays on gardening for readers who love to garden, no matter 
how fruitful--or fruitless-their efforts.

About the AuthorCELESTINE SIBLEY wrote her poignant and thoughtful columns for the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution for more than fifty years before her death in 1999. She was also the author of more than twenty books, 
including The Celestine Sibley SamplerChristmas in Georgia, Mothers Are Always Special, A Place Called Sweet 
Apple, and The Sweet Apple Gardening Book.JOHN KOLLOCK is a commercial artist, scene designer, makeup artist, 
actor, historian, writer, and painter who lives near Clarkesville Georgia. He has written and illustrated many books, 
including It's Fun to Entertain and The Sweet Apple Gardening Book. 


