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Robert L. Riffle : The Tropical Look: An Encyclopedia of Dramatic Landscape Plants  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Tropical Look: An Encyclopedia of 
Dramatic Landscape Plants: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beware of paperback version - black and white photos, no colorBy 
JayDI'm sure the hardback, color version is great. The paperback version I received was all in black and white as if all 
of the pages were photocopied and then bound together. Didn't even give it 5 minutes before I packed it back up and 
sent it back. Essentially useless if your goal is to understand the color and character of tropical foliage.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Customergood pics1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. The Primary Reference Book On This Subject I ChoseBy PhilUSAFRetI've reviewed several books on this 
topic, both on line and through my local library system and I like this one the best. Good balance of information and 
photographs.....having both was important to me. I am in the process of redoing my whole yard with a tropical look 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0881924229


and have gone through it several times...as I will continue to do.

Meant primarily for gardeners in USDA zones 8--10, The Tropical Look encompasses most of the southern U.S. and 
the West Coast. This groundbreaking encyclopedia of lush plants will also be useful to gardeners in other zones who 
are interested in growing tropical-looking plants (as opposed to strictly tropical plants, which cannot endure a frost) as 
half-hardy, annual, or conservatory plants.

"It's margarita time! If you're looking for a banana that can bounce back from zero-degree temperatures or plants that 
merely look tropical, this book has them, along with 400 color photographs." Boston Globe, December 3, 1998"The 
essential book for anyone interested in tropical plants." John Van de Water, Newark Star-Ledger, October 7, 
1998"This new encyclopedia is the most updated guide to these lush plants." American Gardener, September/October 
1998About the AuthorRobert Lee Riffle (19402006) was an internationally recognized authority on palms and tropical 
plants. His landmark book, The Tropical Look: An Encyclopedia of Dramatic Landscape Plants (1998), won an 
American Horticultural Society Book Award, as did An Encyclopedia of Cultivated Palms (2003), which he co-wrote 
with Paul Craft. For 25 years Bob was a strong presence online, answering questions and encouraging gardeners in 
their endeavors via postings on garden and plant message boards. He generously shared his extensive knowledge 
gently and with wit as the moderator of the International Palm Society's active PalmTalk message board. Bob was an 
accomplished pianist, a gifted photographer, and an enthusiastic film buff. He had finished writing the manuscript for 
the Timber Press Pocket Guide to Palms when he passed away unexpectedly. 


