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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Full of helpful ideas.By Uncas SlatteryFull of very helpful ideas and
well worth the price. Except for the price of being avirgin, an abandonment of essential pleasure far too steep for me
or most readers.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Has lots of great pointers about home
maintenanceBy DanielHA must-have book for a new (and experience) homeowner. Lost my copy from around 10
years ago and had to replace. Has lots of great pointers about home maintenance, and how to work with a home
inspector.27 of 29 people found the following review helpful. A Practical, Comprehensive Guide For HomebuyersBy
Michael LimaAs someone going through the process of buying a home for the first time, I've been stressing about
overlooking something that will later cost me alot of money. After reading The Virgin Homeowner, I'm no longer
stressing. This book presents a comprehensive look at al the various features in a house that could present problemsto
the new homeowner. While it doesn't give detailed solutions, it does provide valuable information that enables the
homeowner to understand the problem in order to begin the process of fixing it in the most effective manner.The best
aspect of The Virgin Homeowner isthat it iswritten in atone that evokes an image of afriend sharing information.
This book is not adry "how-to" manual. It is obviously the product of first hand mistakes, triumphs, and research. The
toneinwhich it is presented not only makesit very easy to understand, it also givesit arealistic credibility that only
life experiences can impart.I'm sure that The Virgin Homeowner will give other readers the same sense of confidence
that | didn't have before | read it. Frankly, | can't think of a higher compliment for any type of guidebook. But, this one
isworth the accolade. This book should be read by al first time homebuyers either before or immediately after ahome
purchase.

The Virgin Homeowner is Janice Papolos's answer to the house buyer's blues. Using her own experience, Papolos
initiates readersinto all the workings of a house. She moves from the initial terror of home inspection to the mysteries
of plumbing and €electricity, stopping at all points along the way -- including septic systems, roofing problems, insect
infestations, environmental issues, childproofing, ventilation, and fire safety. In addition, Papolos offers clear
instructions on how to handle minor household repairs and hel ps the new homeowner to understand the quirky
vocabulary essential for having an intelligent conversation with arepair person or contractor. Best of all, The Virgin
Homeowner provides readers with the confidence and piece of mind they need to make owning a home more of a
dream and less of anightmare.

.com Janice Papol os describes her own first-home experience this way: "Part of the problem wasthat | had a mystified
awe of the house. | swear there were times when | viewed it as more intelligent and powerful than we were.... There
was atime or two in which | felt the house was being downright vindictive." Ranked as "Most Useful to Homeowners"
by The Wall Street Journal, Papolos's humorous and helpful book is the definitive guide for the first-time homeowner.
Few experiences in life are more intimidating and complicated than on€e's first home purchase, especially when the
new homeowner is perhaps a bit inexperienced with home repair and maintenance, as many (if not most) are. Starting
with the basics of what you need to know to make sense of theinitial, prepurchase home inspection, Papol os heads
right into the "Inner Mysteries'--the plumbing and electrical systems--then on to heating and cooling, septic systems,
insects and other pests, security concerns and measures, proper ventilation, child-proofing, and much, much more,
topping it al off with an annual calendar of seasonal maintenance, advice on paint colors, and a thorough index for
easy reference. The goal isto remove the intimidation for the homeowner, and at the very least, permit him or her to
talk knowledgeably with home-repair professionals, as necessary, without coming across like an idiot. Thisis a great
reference book for any new homeowner, and probably would open the eyes of many longtime homeowners, as well. --
Mark A. HettsFrom Library JournalWhile some readers may not like her title, Papolos has produced an excellent
owners manual for the first-time homeowner. After buying her first house, Papolos realized that there were many
things she should have done differently or instances when she should have paid more attention to experts. By writing
this book, sheis giving the reader the opportunity to learn from her mistakes. Beginning with how to get the most out
of theinitial home inspection, Papol os takes the reader through a house, describing each system, its quirks, and its
potential problems. Later, she covers pest control, security, and safety. This highly readable book will prove useful to
both new homeowners and those just thinking of making a purchase, and veteran homeowners will undoubtedly learn
something, too. Recommended for all public libraries.?Jonathan N. Hershey, Akron-Summit Cty. P.L., OhioCopyright
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