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Verena Andermatt Conley : The War Against The Beavers: Learning to Be Wild in the North Woods before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The War Against The
Beavers: Learning to Be Wild in the North Woods:


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0816642176

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. WonderfulBy T. OsborneConley's book is alternately hilarious and
tragic, nave and sharp, but it is always charming. A must-read for any city slicker who likesto get out of town.

A lifelong city dweller, Verena Andermatt Conley had long harbored romantic ideals about the natural world and
dreamed of awilderness retreat for herself and her husband, Tom. When a sizable tract of land along the Vermillion
River on the edge of Minnesota's Boundary Waters - complete with two primitive log cabins - became available, they
jumped at the chance to own a piece of paradise.The War against the Beaversis awry and funny account of two

peopl€e's ten-year apprenticeship in backwoods living, from their arrival as literal babes in the woods to their education
in the ways of nature as they face plagues of insects, fungus, storms, and droughts, and embark on alengthy campaign
to eradicate a colony of beavers that threatens the peace and beauty of their forest refuge. It is only the coming of a
mechanized and much more menacing threat - bulldozers and other heavy machinery clear-cutting the woods - that
restores perspective to the obsessed cabin dwellers.

"Thisis afascinating story about the difference between the destructive forces of nature and the destructive forces of
humans. It begins with a charming naivete and ends with a clear-eyed wisdom." -Bill McKibben, author of The End of
Nature



