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George Plumptre : The Water Garden: Styles, Designs, and Visions  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Water Garden: Styles, Designs, and Visions: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good pixBy E. CatesGreat pictures, diagrams, and text. Engaging 
history of water gardens. Arrived as expected. This minimum word requirement is irksome and not beneficial for both 
parties.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Should change title of book to "The History of Gardens"By 
M. LamThe title of this book sounds like it's about a little water garden in the backyard, but after looking through it, 
it's about the history of water fountains, ponds, moats, lakes, etc. from around the world and the pictures are old. This 
is not a book to get ideas to build your own water garden in your backyard. I would send it back but I only paid $1.25 
plus $3.99 shipping for it as a used book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A highly enjoyable and one-
of-a-kind compilationBy Midwest Book ReviewThe Water Garden by George Plumptre is an inspirational coffee-table 
book that contemplates a truly beautiful series of water gardens worldwide. Relaxing full-color photographs by Hugh 
Palmer enhanced the thoughtful water garden histories, and reflect a love of the great garden schemes permeate this 
highly enjoyable and one-of-a-kind compilation. The Water Garden is a welcome addition to personal and community 
library Exotic Gardening Horticultural Studies collections.

Throughout history, water has been a versatile and vital resource for the garden. It was the essential element in the 
earliest gardens of the and Near East. And today water provides settings and opportunities for an exciting combination 
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of plants and architectural ornament.

This inspirational book, with specially commissioned photography by Hugh Palmer, illustrates and discusses grand 
and small water gardens throughout the world, from the formal Islamic masterpieces of Granada and Kashmir to the 
tranquil gardens of Kyoto in Japan. All the principal schools of garden design in America and Europe are also 
included. The ingenuity of the Italian garden, with its brilliant aquatic engineering and variety of water features--
chutes, staircases, fountains, and grottoes--is captured in stunning views, as are the grand vistas of Versailles and other 
gardens in the French style, the ''natural'' look of English landscaping, the smaller-scale pleasures of stream and pond 
gardens, and the profusion of tropical gardens. Presentday instances include Geoffrey Jellicoe's finest gardens and 
designs by Roberto Burle Marx. Details and close-ups are included throughout, as are examples of the remarkable 
variety of water features that have embellished gardens throughout the ages. An important section on the small garden 
and listings of major water gardens worldwide complete the book. The Water Garden is not only a work to stimulate 
the modern gardener but also a sumptuous tribute to a great tradition that unites some of the most lavish and beautiful 
gardens ever devised.''So you think you'd like a backyard pond....Well, take a peek at this book to see how to do it 
right...plans and inspiration galore.''''Details some of the most beautiful water gardens in the world.''About the 
AuthorHugh Palmer is one of the world s leading photographers of landscape, architecture and gardens. His work has 
been published in many magazines, including Harpers Queen, Country Life and World of Interiors. His other book 
commissions include Flame Tree's Barcelona: City of Dreams, and many titles in Thames Hudson's Most Beautiful 
Villages series. His photographs have also featured in The Secrets of Tuscany, The Secrets of Provence and The 
Secrets of the Greek Islands. 


