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Anthony Archer-Wills : The Water Gardener: A Complete Guide to Designing, Constructing and Planting 
Water Features  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Water Gardener: A Complete Guide to Designing, Constructing and Planting Water Features: 

13 of 14 people found the following review helpful. If you want a natural-looking pond or stream . . .By BlissDon't 
waste money on multiple lesser books. Buy this one! You won't regret it. Especially if you want a natural look, such as 
plants to the edge of the water or easing into the water. This is my key reference for constructing my water garden. 
Excellent construction techniques for natural edges - no necklace of rocks - and stream flow and finishing to mimic 
natural creeks and streams. Very inspirational photos of water features that will surprise you that they are man-made, 
and sized for average gardens as well as larger acreages. Line drawings detail construction techniques showing 
placement of liner, underlayment and structural (concrete) support for heavy rocks, etc. Several options shown for 
each. Written such that homeowner could do it themselves. Only caveat is that the designs are based in Britain and 
may (or may not) need adjustment for severe winter regions. Although primarily a construction guide, excellent photos 
of completed gardens provide inspiration for plantings. There is a brief review of major species adapted to this sort of 
garden. I am looking forward to the new edition, due out in Fall 2002, which promises inclusion of some U.S. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0812063325


information. Don't accept less. Raise your expectations of what your water feature can look like. Buy this book.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Very well written with good drawings and photos for design ideasBy T. 
ManningVery well written with good drawings and photos for design ideas. Not as much information with regards to 
actual construction.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Dianne ChampneyGreat 
information!

A reference for all water gardeners, whether amateur or professional. From building a wall fountain or installing a 
pond to replanting a stream, it features technical advice and drawings, steering the reader around the pitfalls. Areas 
covered include: designing a full range of water features, including fountains, ponds, bog gardens, streams and leisure 
pools; preparing the site, whether flat, sloping, wet or dry, on sand or on rock; construction methods and materials; 
special effects with lighting, stepping stones and islands; safety and maintenance measures; stocking a pond with fish 
and attracting wildlife; planting techniques; and a full catalogue of floating, emergent and marginal plants, marsh and 
water-loving plants, as well as waterside trees and shrubs.

About the AuthorAnthony Archer-Wills has designed and built over 2,000 water features - from small ponds in urban 
gardens to vast lakes on country estates. He runs a design consultancy and water plant nursery in West Sussex. His 
innovative use of new materials and boldly imaginative construction techniques is widely acclaimed by gardening 
experts, and he is much in demand, in both Europe and the United States, as a lecturer on every aspect of water feature 
construction and planting. He is the author of many books. To visit Anthony Archer-Wills' website click here 


