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Ben Helm, Kelly Billing : The Water Gardener's Bible: A Step-by-Step Guide to Building, Planting, Stocking, 
and Maintaining a Backyard Water Garden  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Water Gardener's Bible: A Step-by-Step Guide to Building, Planting, Stocking, and 
Maintaining a Backyard Water Garden: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Very Nice Book if you are serious about building a garden pondBy 
Chuck EThis is a must have book if you are serious about a garden pond. It has basic information about building a 
pond, but it really shines with its information about plants, fish, maintenance, and the ecology of how to have a 
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balanced pond. I bought a few books while researching building ponds, and this is the best book by far.5 of 5 people 
found the following review helpful. solid referenceBy pba little British, e.g. in choosing which fish to describe, but 
overall excellent coverage of the "mechanics" of designing and building a pond. includes hardiness maps for Europe 
and much of the English-speaking world.somewhat redundant, in that related information is presented in several places 
instead of being collected together. for example, the is a generic chapter in the beginning called "Stocking plants and 
fish," and later an excellent reference section (about 20% of the book) which is allocated to descriptions of many pond, 
marginal, and bog plants2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good plant info.By CustomerVery good, I 
wasn't exspecting so much detailed info on plants.

Whether it is a small container of water on a deck or patio serving as home to a few plants and water creatures or a 
more elaborate mix of waterfalls, fountains, rockwork, and lighting, the water garden can be a lovely, spirit-soothing 
addition to one's propertya place to unwind, relax, and escape the cares of the world. But while water has been a 
prominent feature in garden designs for thousands of years, it is only recentlywith the availability of preformed kits at 
the local home improvement centerthat installing a beautiful water garden has become a feasible undertaking for the 
average homeowner. And now, with the extremely clear and complete instructions in this practical, hands-on guide, a 
backyard water garden is easier than ever to build and maintain. Water Gardener's Bible by Ben Helm and Kelly 
Billing is a true bible on the subjectwith comprehensive information on everything from choosing the right site and 
selecting aquatic plants and fish to pond management and problem solving. The pages are crammed with specifics 
about pond biology and chemistry, beneficial bacteria, fish health, nuisance algae, and electrical and child safetyall 
that is necessary to duplicate the sights, sounds, and sanctuary of a babbling brook, splashing fountain, or cascading 
waterfall right in the backyard.
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