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Betty C. Monkman : The White House: Its Historic Furnishings and First Families  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The White House: Its Historic Furnishings and First 
Families: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. This wonderful book truly makes the White House - yours !!!!!By 
William Lance LenonIf you could have only one book featuring the interiors and treasures of the White House, this 
would be the book! This book lives, and puts the White House right in your hands! It is so real and detailed, you can 
almost smell the White House!!!A wonderful and satisfying book in both photographs and text! It really makes the 
White House - yours!!!!!9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Great Coffee Table BookBy DC GirlI was 
looking for a coffee table book that had beautiful photos of the White House and tickled my designer gene. This was a 
great match. The book is beautiful and has some interesting photographs and tid-bits. I also enjoyed the 2d edition 
since it has more updated photos from the White House including the Clinton, Bush and Obama Administration.7 of 7 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy David LightfootBeautiful book with photos of the various 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0789211793


rooms and the amazing furniture throughout the White House.

New edition features never-before-published photographs of rooms decorated during the Obama and Bush 
presidencies. Published in conjunction with the White House Historical Association. Ever since the White House was 
built over 200 years ago, its decor has been of great interest to visitors, historians, and anyone interested in our nation's 
history and how it was manifested in our country's most famous residence. Influenced not only by styles of the 
moment, the White House interiors are even more affected by the sensibilities of its occupants, our presidents and their 
first families. This updated edition features new photos and information from recent renovations of the Green Room, 
the Queens' Bedroom, Family Dining Room, Lincoln Bedroom and Lincoln Bed, Lincoln Sitting Room, and the Oval 
Office. Also highlighted will be china from the Clinton and Bush administrations and a fire screen acquired during the 
Obama administration. Author Betty Monkman shares historical facts and anecdotes revealing how the furnishings and 
artwork showcased in this book came to the White House, sometimes under controversial circumstances. She 
describes how Mary Todd Lincoln earned public criticism for indulging in excessive shopping expeditions and 
expenditures during the early days of the Civil War. Readers also learn how Jacqueline Kennedy took a vastly 
different approach to changes in the president's residence, by working to transform the White House into a place where 
visitors could learn about the history of the country.

"Betty C. Monkman's The White House is impeccably curated"Vanity Fair "Lovers of history or the decorative arts, in 
particular, will find this book abundantly satisfying, but anyone with a national pride will appreciate and admire their 
"Family" heirlooms."Publishers Weekly 


