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James W Smith : The Wise Old Gnome Speaks: How to Really, Really, Really Care About Your Garden  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Wise Old Gnome Speaks: 
How to Really, Really, Really Care About Your Garden: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Finally! ! !By Judy WatsonIt's practical, down-to-earth, entertaining 
and oh, so enlightening. The "wise old gnome" really makes gardening fun. Without condescending to the "experts," 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1449561667


he makes it easy for any level to understand gardening. I especially enjoyed his appreciation for the "little garden 
microcosms" we're taking care of. This amazing little book could easily be a child's first gardening book as well as the 
"bible" for master gardeners everywhere. Watch for his use of the word "simple." Page 91, for example, "By keeping it 
'simple,' anyone with a little bit of sunny yard can grow a wonderful crop of vegetables all summer long." (And he tells 
you how.) Page 97, "With these 'simple' steps - your container gardens will thrive and give you a nursery-perfect burst 
of color all summer long." (And he tells you how.) Finally, an easy-to-understand process for creating a beautiful and 
productive flower and vegetable garden.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Wise Old Gnome 
Speaks:How To Really, Really, Really Care About Your GardenBy ninasrosewolfI love my garden and was very 
excited to receive this book, I have read alot about gardening and Mr. Smith brought to light things I had never seen or 
heard in other books I had picked up. All he says makes sense and I know my garden will thrive because of what I 
have learned from The Wise Old Gnome. Thank You ninasrosewolf2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
A Pleasant SurpriseBy Richard Decelles"The Wise Old Gnome Speaks" hails as James W. Smith's light-hearted 
contribution to successful gardening. While playfully poking fun at the foibles of mundane gardeners, Smith presents 
specific, easy to read directions to overcome gardening's biggest challenges. The book earns a strong recommendation 
and a big thanks to this creative and helpful "Wise Old Gnome".Richard DeCelles

James W. Smith is something of a wrinkled garden gnome that has the practical knowledge gained from years and 
years down on his hands and knees in the dirt. He's your own personal gardening superhero, Plantman to the rescue! 
This book will save you time and money, because he's already done the years of research, experimentation, 
observation and hard work for you. Think of this as "The Garden Gospel according to James," your practical, fluff-free 
garden guide that will demystify gardening and enable you to cultivate the world of plants. You'll understand how 
plants grow, what they need to thrive, and the things you can do to provide the best environment for them using 
sustainable methods and techniques. This is, quite possibly, the shortest and most informative gardening book ever!

"...A fascinating and comprehensive little booklet of gardening tips and knowledge that experienced and beginning 
gardeners alike will benefit from. I know this little book is going to wind up in my gardening tote for handyaccess!" - 
A Good Year for the RosesFrom the AuthorI'm not one of those "pretty boy landscapers" at all. I'm more of a wrinkled 
garden gnome that has the practical knowledge gained from years and years down on my hands and knees in the dirt. 
A simple gardener that has learned a lot, and who would like to share what I've learned and discovered with you.In 
third grade, I was the kid who got to water and take care of the class vegetable garden, and since then I've been the 
manager of both wholesale and retail nurseries, Assistant Professor of Ornamental Horticulture at Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo, the head gardener for several private estates, a plant breeder, and more. You'll even find me listed in Who's 
Who in America. I'm a teacher-gardener who has the patience to prune 300 roses, transplant 14,000 hibiscus seedlings 
by hand, or watch the behaviors of insects or diseases on a plant over a long period of time so that I can teach you how 
to improve your own garden. Consider me your own personal gardening superhero, Plantman to the rescue!Some 
people have wished for photos in the book, but I have something better! You can find the "Wise Old Gnome" on 
YouTube where I've posted a five-part garden tour of the private estate I manage, and I'm on Facebook too. Stop by 
and "Like" me! Not only that, but I have a hands-on pruning demonstration instructional video, available here on : 
"How to Prune Roses: Real Men Prune Roses Bare-Handed." If you like "The Wise Old Gnome" and my video, don't 
forget to review and tag them both!About the AuthorListed in Who's Who in the West, 19th edition and Who's Who in 
America, 43rd edition:SMITH, JAMES WALKER, horticulturist, consultant, plant breeder; b. Glendale, Calif. Sept 
29, 1946; s. Dale Walker and Eleanor Grace (Hoven) S Student Los Angeles Pierce coll., 1964-66, Mira Costa Coll. 
1971-72; B.S. Cal Poly State U., 1974; grower Pacifica Evergreen Nursery 1975; head estate gardener for pvt. estate 
Woodside, CA, 1975-78; ptnr. landscaping design firm, San Francisco, 1978-79; head estate gardener Whittell Estate 
Trust, Woodside, 1979-80; horticulturist, plant breeder PlantSmith, Jamestown, Ca 1980-; hort. cons. Served with 
USAF, 1966-70. Decorated Bronze Star; commendation medal (Vietnam). Mem. Calif. Hort. Soc.; Strybing 
Arboretum Soc. Calif. Native Plant Soc., Saratoga Hort. Found., Western Hort. Soc. Democrat. Roman Catholic. 


