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Bob Vila : This Old House Guide to Building and Remodeling Materials  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised This Old House Guide to Building and Remodeling 
Materials: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy MHackNot super precise, but a great reference to start 
you off in the right direction with some intelligent questions to ask. Its getting a bit dated on some items. I wish there 
was something similar that is updated with current new materials.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Good ready reference guide, but needs updatingBy Sid MorrisonThis is really a very nice ready reference guide to 
select the proper materials and know the options in in lumber, roofing, insulation, plumbing electrical supplies, c. It's 
got really nothing to do with the TV show, but is a fine general reference. The only problem is that it is getting really 
out of date as technology changes. Unfortunately, it looks like while Vila is (allegedly) the primary author, somebody 
else owns the copyright and it wears a This Old House branding. He was a couple hosts ago and they've long since 
parted ways... seems like little chance this will ever get updated. Pity.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 
Excellent information on home construction materials.By A CustomerThis book provides lots of information on 
common and lesscommon tools, materials, and supplies for doing anythingto or around your home. It was an 
invaluable reference as I was planning a large addition to my home. Anybody who owns a home should have this 
book. Not only does he give tons of illustrations, but he also provide text on a lot of home subjects giving hints about 
how to do many tasks and tradeoffs between using one thing over another. I hope he has a new one in the works.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0446382469


The host of the highly acclaimed and widely viewed PBS series provides reassuring, expert advice for homeowners on 
all sorts of home improvement projects.

From Publishers WeeklyVila, host of the PBS series This Old House, which features home improvement and repair 
projects, here makes recommendations for assembling a properly equipped workshop that includes a range of common 
and special-purpose tools. He follows with exhaustive listings and analyses of many wood species and the 
characteristics and suitability of specific types of lumber for particular construction jobs. There are also equally 
detailed sections on masonry, roofing, exterior siding, doors, windows, flooring, walls and ceilings as well as 
plumbing and electrical systems and equipment. Like some other guides compiled by professionals, this book 
occasionally assumes reader knowledge of certain procedures and materials. (In the masonry section, for example, 
"pointing" is discussed without explanation.) Overall, however, tables, charts and line drawings help make this an 
unusual and well-organized encyclopedic manual. Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalThis is yet another spin-off of the popular PBS series. There's precious little in the way of tools and building 
materials for the home that isn't covered here. Among the questions it answers: What are the reflectance values of 
typical paint colors? Which construction woods have the best nail-holding ability? What are the synthetic fiber brand 
names for Polypropylene olefin carpeting? Which of the eight types of plastic pipe have the greatest impact resistance? 
You get the idea. It does more than list and describe materials, however, explaining as well how best to use them in 
given applications. For all public library how-to collections, whether for reference, circulation, or both.Bill Demo, 
Tompkins Cortland Comm. Coll. Lib., Dryden, N.Y.Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


