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Hugh Dargan, Mary Palmer Dargan : Timeless Landscape Design: The Four-Part Master Plan  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Timeless Landscape Design: 
The Four-Part Master Plan: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Design inspiration for natural-looking landscapesBy 
goodbaduglyVery inspiring book. So many ideas here that I hope to adapt for my home.The designers excel at 
incorporating follies, fountains, pagodas, gazebos, stone paths and other hardscaping.If you are cognizant about 
incorporating some hardscaping into your plan but keeping it minimal, and keeping the overall feel natural yet elegant, 
you'll the these images. This book may not be optimal for suburban landscapes, or those with minimally sized lots.For 
a sneak peak and to get a feel for their style, the designers (Dagans) also have youtube videos that feature pix from 
their books.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. I now see the value... Worth more than 2 stars!By K. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0941711854


WaldronI am keeping my original review below for comparison, but I have come back to review again because I must 
add that I now see the value in the book. I wish I could change my star rating, because now I would give it 4 or 5 stars. 
I wasn't looking at it the right way at first. I am a beginning gardener, so at first blush this book seems to lack enough 
specific detail to be truly useful. And, the photos are not as perfect as other high quality gardening hardback books. 
Yet, now that I am studying it more intently, I see that what the authors o very well is to teach the art of landscape 
design. You will not find plant material resources, explicit instructions, or even robust descriptions of the gardens 
pictured in the book. But, you will find a step-by-step guide to planning your own garden design. If, like me, you 
ambitiously hope to accomplish an initial garden design without professional help, this book teaches you how to do so 
with high quality-results. It requires a careful study of the text, though, not an off-hand review of the photos and 
captions.My original post:I may be missing the value of this book, but to me it offered neither the specific advice and 
knowledge I crave or the beautiful photographs that inspire me. Some of the photos are even out of focus. There are 
much better books for both desires - gorgeous photos and real gardening wisdom - so I would not recommend this 
book to a fellow gardener. Again, I may have missed the point, but to me, it offered precious little value.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Great elucidation of the principles of home landscape designBy CustomerA 
perfectly coherent plan with the underlying principles of design explained. Just what I needed to start the process of 
landscaping my property, which is a blank paper at the moment. I highly recommend this book, not for specific plants 
or gardening tips but for understanding the importance of the basic design.

In Timeless Landscape Design: The Four-Part Master Plan, renowned landscape architects Hugh and Mary Palmer 
Dargan share the secret to creating an unforgettable landscape with the "Four-Part Master Plan" -- a unique method 
they've perfected over the past two-and-a-half decades of creating award-winning gardens and yards for clients. The 
Dargans share a blend of specific design techniques and practical advice on how to achieve the sophisticated look of a 
professionally designed landscape on any size and type of property. Examples of specific design treatments are 
beautifully illustrated with scores of color photographs taken from their own archives, plus landscape plans from 
historic gardens around the world that have provided inspiration to the authors, and before and after examples of the 
authors' award-winning work. Learn how to apply this unique master plan that gives homeowners a simple and 
systematic means of planning their gardens. The four-part plan includes: The approach and arrival sequence The hub 
The perimeter Passages to destinations

The scope of their designs ranges from intimate courtyards that evoke European classics, to their interpretation of 
manicured lawns, stunning perennial borders and framed views. -- Mississippi Gardener, March 2007From the Inside 
FlapTimeless Landscape Design The Four-Part Master Plan Hugh Dargan, ASLA and Mary Palmer Dargan, ASLA In 
Timeless Landscape Design: The Four-Part Master Plan, renowned landscape architects Hugh and Mary Palmer 
Dargan share the secret to creating an unforgettable landscape with the "Four-Part Master Plan"-a unique method 
they've perfected over the past two-and-a-half decades of creating award-winning gardens and landscapes for clients. 
The Dargans share a blend of specific design techniques and practical advice on how to achieve the sophisticated look 
of a professionally designed landscape on any size and type of property. The four-part plan includes: The approach 
and arrival sequence The hub The perimeter Passages to destinations Examples of specific design treatments are 
beautifully illustrated with scores of color photographs taken from their own archives, plus landscape plans from 
historic gardens around the world that have provided inspiration to the authors, and before and after examples of the 
authors' award-winning work. Learn how to apply this unique master plan that gives homeowners a simple and 
systematic means of planning their gardens. The most important ingredients of a powerful landscape are usually not 
plants, flowers, buildings, or trees. The key to success lies in the basic tools of visual art: the four art elements (line, 
color, form, and texture) and the broader principles of design such as proportion, scale, and focalization. All gardens 
that have stood the test of time convey the power these tools hold over the human imagination. Crafting a four-part 
master plan depends on their skillful application-a lifelong pursuit. The following is a small taste of what these tools 
are and how they work on the land.About the AuthorHugh and Mary Palmer Dargan are nationally known principals 
in the Atlanta-based firm of Dargan Landscape Architects. Their projects have been published in many national 
publications and on Home and Garden Television (HGTV). They are both members of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects and Hugh Dargan is a founding member of the Southern Garden History Society. Mary Palmer 
Dargan is a nationally known principal in the Atlanta-based firm of Dargan Landscape Architects. Her projects have 
been published in many national publications and on Home and Garden Television (HGTV). She is a member of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects. 


