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Alexander Gorlin : Tomorrow's Houses: New England Modernism  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tomorrow's Houses: New England Modernism: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great.By Opera ManA great book filled with beautiful photographs 
of the houses.7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Spectacular Photography + Insightful Writing = Great 
BookBy E. JarolinThis wonderful book opens with an insightful discussion of the rise and fall of modernist residential 
architecture in, that most unlikely of settings, traditionalist New England.Beyond a mere presentation of historical 
information, the author convincingly argues that the laying of a literary foundation, as it were, enabled the new 
movement to take rootand for a time flourish here.The bulk of the book consists of the presentation of 27 houses, from 
a pioneering Prairie School effort through mid-century works. Each 6 to 12 page section opens with a spectacular,two 
page color photo. More large sized, with a smattering of smaller sized, equally well done color photos follow. The 
accompanying informative text and photo captions elevate this abovethe typical coffee table architecture book. Floor 
plans are provided for 24 of the houses and, though unlabeled, are invaluable in understanding the disposition of 
spaces. Unfortunately,for multilevel homes only the main floor is illustrated. More often than not the text picks up the 
slack by giving us descriptive information where the graphic input falls short.All in all, a very satisfying presentation 
of modernist New England houses by top notch architects, famous and obscure.3 of 7 people found the following 
review helpful. Plunging into the shadowsBy RobinIt should have been an interesting overview of twenty-seven New 
England homes but I was very disappointed with the book essentially because of the dull, lifeless photography. Page 
after page of these wonderful buildings were spoiled for me by the excessive amount of shadows everywhere. Clearly 
photographing houses mostly surrounded by trees is a challenge but I've seen the same houses in other books with 
lively, bright photos that capture the essence of Modernism: the creative manipulation of interior space.On page fifty-
four there is an interior of the 1938 Gropius House in Lincoln, Massachusetts, almost the same shot is on page thirty-
four of 'Modernism reborn' by Michael Webb but without the strong shadows. Also in Webb's book, on page 118 is a 
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photo of a room in Philip Johnson's 1956 Boissanas House, New Canaan, Connecticut, nearly the same shot is in TH 
but it has strong diagonal shadows that do nothing for the appreciation of the room's design. In 'Classic modern' by 
Deborah Dietsch on pages seventy-four and five there is a big photo of a living room in Joseph Sert's 1958 house in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, it's bright with very controlled color and minimum of shadows, the same room is featured 
on pages 214-5 in TH with very subdued color and dark areas.The book is full of dull color, lifeless house 
photography and only slightly redeemed by the author's interesting text which has plenty of architectural and 
background detail for each house.Published in 2011 and it seems to have been made a close-out title quite quickly, no 
wonder my still shrink-wrapped copy cost so little.

A dazzling showcase of hidden jewels by the masters of twentieth-century modernist architecture in New England. 
Tomorrows Houses is a richly photographed presentation of the best modernist houses in Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont, built during the early twentieth century through the 1960s. From the suburbs of 
Connecticut to the mountains of New Hampshire and Vermont, modernism in America found some of its earliest, most 
idealistic, and, later, most refined realizations in houses designed by such masters as Frank Lloyd Wright, Philip 
Johnson, Mies van der Rohe, Richard Meier, Paul Rudolph, Marcel Breuer, and Walter Gropius, all of whose work is 
featured in these pages. Photographer Geoffrey Gross has captured in stunning full-color images these precisely 
composed structures and their exquisitely appointed interiors, all against the breathtaking variety of the landscapes of 
New England. Lauded architect and critic Alexander Gorlin places these beautiful houses in their proper historical 
context as examples of the best of early- and mid-twentieth-century American modernist architecture.

"What I love most about this book, ...the rich photographs come alive, it feels as if you could step right into the 
homes."Joseph TruiniThis Old House --hardwareaisle.thisoldhouse.com/2011/04/modernism-beautifully-
revealed.html#more"I'm eagerly awaiting this beautifully shot tribute to early modernist architecture, especially the 
Bauhaus-influenced house Gropius designed for his family." Reed Krakoff, NYTimes.com --
tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/04/01/material-man/"don't know much about 20th c. architecture in New 
England... you might like looking at cool 20th houses in colour"- WowHaus --wowhaus.co.uk/2011/05/19/new-book-
tomorrows-houses-new-england-modernism-by-alexander-gorlin-and-geoffrey-gross/"I usually like Modern(but), its 
interiors often leave me cold.Mr. Gorlin's book changed that. It is a feast of beautywarmth..leaving me to imagine how 
wonderful it must be to live in any of them." --nysocialdiary.com/node/1906432"Why did modern architecture take 
root in this region of colonial homesentrenched tradition?" asks Gorlin. He traces its roots to the Puritan cult of 
honestysimplicity...- FORM --formmag.net/michael-webb/tag/tomorrows-housesFrom the AuthorPhotographer's 
Statement-I was privileged to spend a day photographing at a house in Massachusetts while the family was present. A 
beautiful crisp autumn picture post card day; the mom-spent time in the kitchen and spent time with the daughter as 
well as both children. Dad did yard chores, went on errands and so forth. In the afternoon the son engaged in some 
hunting, bagging a few rabbits that were skinned and saved, whatever that entails. Toward the end of the day I was 
invited to stay for dinner- an invitation I eagerly accepted, the cooking aromas of the day ever-present.Towards 
evening the mom prepared dinner while I played checkers in front of the fireplace with the children. I lost every 
game.We sat down to a meal of venison stew that couldn't be beat; watched the sun set thru the extensive glass 
windows/walls and as that progressed I became aware that the house interior now came "alive"- what had been a thin 
invisible skin was now a safe, nurturing protective but transparent barrier against the night.The house, by design, was a 
true "machine-for-living". A nurturing structure, it provided shelter and warmth when needed, let the sunlight shine in 
when present, and provided a constant cocoon-like safe, protective environment. 


