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Scott Kellogg, Stacy Pettigrew : Toolbox for Sustainable City Living: A do-it-Ourselves Guide  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Toolbox for Sustainable City 
Living: A do-it-Ourselves Guide: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must haveBy HedyThere's so many books about traditional skills - 
which are great - permaculture design - also great - designing green urban utopias - great but who will fund that? - but 
nothing really practical for the modern world we've inherited. Scavenging from trash to build truly sustainable 
technology is the ultimate goal. This is for people who are creative and like thinking outside the box. It's for people 
who want to do important things right now, not until they've saved $10,000. This is how we did it off the grid in the 
70s - go to the dump and design whatever you needed. Freedom from greenwashing and needing money. There's great 
satisfaction in doing it yourself. In doing it differently. This book has a wide range of projects that made me invent my 
own solutions. Going through catalogues of expense "eco" stuff to consume, I found great joy in making those things 
myself with stuff from dumpster diving or when out cleaning up trash people throw out their cars. And I did it as a 
middle aged, physically disabled woman. It's human nature to be creative and solve problems. If people are disgusted 
by humanure might I suggest they go to the local waste treatment center and see how disgusting and toxic that is. It's 
my favorite book about creativity and the art is great.They have a center out of Albany NY Free School and most of 
these skills are taught in a weekend workshop. The program is called RUST.63 of 65 people found the following 
review helpful. Urban permaculture DIYBy Grant SmithWhen searching for books on sustainability its easy to find 
books heavy on opinion while practical application books are few and far between. This is one of the latter, a very 
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accessible project oriented guide to making changes in the way we act. This book is filled with small scale systems 
that provides a great starting point for people who want to make actual change in their lives and not just read 
environmental theory, as great as that may be. The real gem in this book is the well organized bibliography, as many 
of the projects I would feel more comfortable completing with more detailed background knowledge of the processes 
going on, which is of course beyond the scope of this publication. Not to downplay the information contained in the 
book itself, which is awesome.The key to making change is to make small changes, baby steps, slowly building your 
new lifestyle. I started with the vermicompostig, which is pretty tame, and moved on from there. Good Luck!0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Great drawings of animals and critters doing the work of ...By Matthew K. 
BennettGreat drawings of animals and critters doing the work of fixing our planet (composting, solar energy, growing 
mushrooms, community gardening, etc!) Excellent description of skills and essays with context to understand why 
they are important practices!

The tools you need to create self-sufficient, ecologically sustainable cities A surprisingly effective model for 
connecting people with dreams to the resources they need. Austin Chronicle With more than half the worlds 
population now residingand struggling to survivein cities, we can no longer afford to think of sustainability as 
something that applies only to forests and fields. We need sustainable living right where so many of us are: in urban 
neighborhoods. But how do we do it? Thats where Toolbox for Sustainable City Living comes in. In 2000 the dynamic 
Rhizome Collective transformed an abandoned warehouse in Austin, Texas, into a sustainability training center. Here, 
with their first book, Scott and Stacy, two of Rhizomes founders, provide city dwellersthose who have never foraged 
or gardened along with those who dumpster-dive and belong to CSAswith step-by- step instructions for producing our 
own food, collecting water, managing waste, reclaiming land, and generating energy. With vibrant illustrations created 
by Juan Martinez of the Beehive Collective and descriptive text based on years of experimentation, Stacy and Scott 
explain how to build and grow with cheap, salvaged, and recycled materials. More than a how-to manual, Toolbox is 
packed with accessible and relevant tools to help move our communities from envisioning a sustainable future toward 
living it. Scott Kellogg a Stacy Pettigrew are co-founders of the Rhizome Collective, an educational and activist 
organization based in Austin, Texas, that recently received a $200,000 grant from the EPA to clean up a 10-acre 
brownfield that they are transforming into an ecological justice park. Toolbox developed out of R.U.S.T.Radical 
Urban Sustainability Trainingtheir intensive weekend seminar in urban ecological survival skills. 

About the AuthorScott Kellogg and Stacy Pettigrew, co-founders of the Rhizome Collective, a non-profit organization 
based in Austin, Texas, have extensive experience in the fields of ecological design and community activism. They 
have authored numerous articles on sustainability and the Rhizome Collective and frequently give presentations on 
radical sustainability at universities and political gatherings across the country. Scott Kellogg and Stacy Pettigrew, co-
founders of the Rhizome Collective, a non-profit organization based in Austin, Texas, have extensive experience in the 
fields of ecological design and community activism. They have authored numerous articles on sustainability and the 
Rhizome Collective and frequently give presentations on radical sustainability at universities and political gatherings 
across the country. Juan has worked for the past six years to produce illustrations as part of the beehive collective and 
travelled throughout the Americas to present and research his artwork. 


