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David Joyce: Topiary and the Art of Training Plants before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised Topiary and the Art of Training Plants:

0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerAll very positive.38 of 38 people found the
following review helpful. Topiary and the Art of Training PlantsBy A CustomerAs someone who loves the structure of
formal gardens and wanting to try to create one on asmall scalein my yard, | was very pleased with David Joyce's
Topiary and the Art of Training Plants. He assumes his reader has some knowledge of the basics of growing plants,
although he does give very general information on preparing beds for topiary plants. The book has sections on the
causes and some solutions for established topiary in decline and how to correct a neglected and overgrown hedge. The
book explains how to create some shapesin topiary along with step by step illustrations. Regarding hedges, it tells
when and how to train widely used hedging plants. The book even relates how to grow pleached screens - training
trees with flexible branches. There are sections on creating knot gardens, mazes, and climbers used as screens and
canopies. The book gives adirectory of a selection of plants for topiary and hedges, along with information on the
hardiness, growth, size, maintenance, propagation and problems of these plants. It also lists sources to obtain plants
and tools. The book isfull of color pictures which will inspire plenty of ideas. It will be agreat reference as| design
and maintain my own topiary.7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Useful Has DepthBy StacyDDavid
Joyce's book on topiary iswell-designed to interest the beginning topiarist, along with those who are more
experienced. I've had this book for several years now and | learn something from it every time | refer to it.l recently
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used it to try (hack?) my first topiary -- a boxwood bird. Joyce offers dimensions (such as plant size, and height at
which to begin cutting), which | imagine would be helpful to those who appreciate precise directions. There are also
large and detailed images of different types of topiary, along with sections on espalier and the like. Thisis avaluable
reference in my garden library.

Topiary and the Art of Training Plants is a complete guide to the art and craft of creating increasingly popular and
surprisingly low-maintenance decorative garden effects. With clear advice and step-by-step illustrations, this book
provides awealth of ideas, including how to: sculpt topiary shapes, from balls and pyramids to animals and abstracts,
for year-round decorative effect rejuvenate neglected trees, shrubs and hedgestrain fruit trees into espaliers, fans,
cordons and festoons train climbers and twiners to make fragrant, colorful arches and arbors create patterns for hedges
and knot gardens train plants into standards shape easy mock topiary for quick results Topiary and the Art of Training
Plants also includes. garden plans showing how to incorporate topiary into beds, borders and whole gardens an
extensive plant directory a North American zone map a directory of North American sources to locate plants suitable
for topiary more than 120 full color photographs and 60 watercolor illustrations. Beautiful, inspiring and
comprehensive, Topiary and the Art of Training Plantsis a practical gardening guide with the information and value to
make it afavorite of gardeners everywhere.

From Library JournalIn this guide, gardening writer Joyce focuses on the use of topiaries and other ornamentally
trained plants as garden design elements. In addition to aesthetic recommendations, the book offers technical
information such as step-by-step illustrations for creating plant scul ptures and landscape plans. Although this title--
previously published in a U.K. edition--has been adapted to appeal to a North American audience (for example, the
appendix includes lists of plant and tool sourcesin the United States and Canada), al but one of the photographs
feature topiaries, hedges, and standards in European gardens. This biasis regrettable, given the notable tradition of
ornamental pruning as practiced at Pennsylvanias Longwood Gardens and other public gardensin North America.
Recommended for large horticultura collections as an optiona supplement to more practical works, such as Joyce's
Complete Guide to Pruning and Training Plants (S. S., 1992. 0.p.).-Brian Lym, City Coll. Lib. of San Francisco
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistShaping plants can entail simple methods, such as
guiding aflowering vine so that it covers an arbor or neatly clipping a hedge into arectangle. The highest form of
topiary art encompasses shapes that are more difficult to achieve. Joyce explains the technical steps necessary to
achieve an array of plant forms that will function in the garden as living sculptures. From trees grown in cone shapes
to ornamental tiered standards and remarkably complex animal forms, the stunning photographs reveal captivating
examples of topiaries displayed in splendid garden settings. Joyce's handbook offers an instructive tour that will surely
fire up the imagination of keen gardeners. A directory of recommended plants and suppliersisincluded. Alice Joyce
Joyce's handbook offers an instructive tour that will surely fire up the imagination of keen gardeners. (Alice Joyce
Booklist 2000-03-15)Technical information such as step-by-step illustrations for creating plant scul ptures and
landscape plans. (Brian Lym Library Journal 2000-05-01)Turn greenery into living sculpture ... concise directions for
creating basic geometric patterns or elaborate ivy ponies, chickens and bunnies. (People Magazine 2000-04-17)An
interesting instruction manual on how to get just about anything out of awilling shrub. From simple geometric shapes
to whimsical animals, everything is here. Need to get rid of stress? Take up boxing. Want to trim some bushes and get
stunning results? Read this book. (Susan Banks Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 2000-03-04) The book describes the how-to of
plant sculpture and offers practical tips for rejuvenating neglected trees, shrubs and hedges. (Birmingham News 2000-
03-12)Training is half the battle ... David Joyce does a wonderful job of teaching about shaping, training and caring
for trees and shrubs, so you get exactly the effect you want. (Linda Turk Thunder Bay Chronicle Journal 2000-04-
11)Clipping yews into obelisks and boxwoods into pyramids is mere child's play compared to some of the more
astounding creaturesin "Topiary and the Art of Training Plants." The living sculpturesin this book may prompt you to
pick up hand shears and snip away on the unruly euonymus. (Dan Vierria Sacramento Bee 2000-04-08)For most of us,
this book with its exquisite photographsis allittle like pornography, exciting to watch but who actually does something
likethis... And yet...after just an hour with this book you'll never look at the common yew again without peering deep
into its being and wondering what a clip here, a snip there might yield. (Rebbeca Cole Ottawa Citizen 2000-05-
06)This book is atreasure to those who want to embellish their gardens with living scul pture and architecture.
(Phoenix Home and Garden 2000-09-01) This seductively illustrated and photographed book isfull of clever ideas for
adding geometry and structure to the garden, as well as being a detailed manual on how to prune. (Valerie Easton
Sesattle Times/Post Intelligencer 2000-09-10)



