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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. It grew on me, and finally I had to buy it!By Julie C.This book really 
grew on me. The first time I checked it out from the library I thought "meh" - disappointment and I just liked 2 or 3 of 
the homes featured. A couple of spaces featured toward the beginning of the book just do not resonate with me at all 
and were actually a turn-off that kept me from getting too deep into rest of the book - like an older couple that live in 
an industrial space with several cars and a trailer and someone with many collectibles like Jolly Green Giant and retro 
kitsch. But then I kept checking the book out of the library to "revisit" the homes I really liked, flipped past my 
dislikes and started noticing more and more other spaces that I admired. I finally bought the book and it's in my top 3 
or 4 decor books that I enjoying browsing at home. I also liked reading the narratives that talk through each home.1 of 
1 people found the following review helpful. Real Life, Real DesignBy K. FitzgeraldI meant to write this review 
several weeks ago when I finished reading this book but I've often gone back to it during this time. My life doesn't 
entail anything remotely related to design, unless you include software design. I loved how the homes/rooms felt in 
this book and while not everything was necessarily my style I could certainly appreciate the view. The photography in 
this book is beautiful. Although, I must say, torn and ripped upholstery is not inspiring to me. Now, if they were to put 
a patch on that torn upholstery in a unique or different fabric, that would be something I could see as beautiful. I prefer 
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my home to have more of a glam feel to it than what is displayed in this book yet I still loved the spaces featured in 
this book. They look cozy and comforting and full of interesting items. For me, this book is a success.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. A design book for real peopleBy Wallace R. WennMy favorite design book ... 
because it looks as if these are real people living in real homes. Most designer books are so staged, you know that no 
one actually LIVES in those dwellings. This book shows design flare without obvious staging.


