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Shelley Powers, Jerry Peek, Tim O'Reilly, Mike Loukides : Unix Power Tools, Third Edition  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Unix Power Tools, Third Edition: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Power book for power usersBy Ales KavsekThis is one of the best 
technical book that I bought in the last 10 years, at least from the organizational and layout point of the view. It 
contains hundreds of short articles, page or two in length organized in a remarkable way of cross-referenced, alamanc-
like book.Articles are logically organized in chapters so you can read the book from cover to cover if you wish. 
However more likely you'll end up reading the book more randomly, following the cross-references. (I have some bad 
experience with the books organized in this way but this one is a clear exception.)The book is written for beginners 
and experts alike, since I'm a Unix newbie I can only confirm that; I hate to say but the life of Unix SA would be much 
easier if the man pages would be organized in a similar way -- including examples that're almost never there.I'm 
waiting for O'Reilly to update their "Unix CD Bookshelf" with third edition of this book because it's a little too heavy 
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for carrying it with me.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Quite usefulBy AlexAs someone with a fairly 
limited knowledge of any unix flavor (I was comfortable with only the very basic command line tools and googling 
the rest), I have found this book to be very useful, interesting and readable. Be warned though, it's huge (fat telephone 
book-sized). The font, margins and line spacing a generous, which accounts for some of it. Some of the example use-
cases are silly, but the basic ones are usually solid and you often pick up interesting facts and unix history from 
chapters (which I need to stay to stay interested). It's not written in the most academic fashion, which is fine, though I 
had to get used to the conversational style.Cons: wordy, could be a bit more academically written, "common tasks and 
ways of doing them" style is not my favoritePros: Detailed, contains interesting historical info, multiple authors 
provide different perspectives, humorous, enjoyable to read, feels like I've got a bunch of gurus sitting next to me at 
my desk1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Definitive Unix Command Line Programming 
Reference.By Technophobe01Still a definitive reference for Unix Command Line programming - highly highly 
recommended. I own both a physical copy and a kindle version. The physical copy is frankly preferred because I refer 
to it so regularly.

With the growing popularity of Linux and the advent of Darwin, Unix has metamorphosed into something new and 
exciting. No longer perceived as a difficult operating system, more and more users are discovering the advantages of 
Unix for the first time. But whether you are a newcomer or a Unix power user, you'll find yourself thumbing through 
the goldmine of information in the new edition of Unix Power Tools to add to your store of knowledge. Want to try 
something new? Check this book first, and you're sure to find a tip or trick that will prevent you from learning things 
the hard way.The latest edition of this best-selling favorite is loaded with advice about almost every aspect of Unix, 
covering all the new technologies that users need to know. In addition to vital information on Linux, Darwin, and 
BSD, Unix Power Tools 3rd Edition now offers more coverage of bash, zsh, and other new shells, along with 
discussions about modern utilities and applications. Several sections focus on security and Internet access. And there is 
a new chapter on access to Unix from Windows, addressing the heterogeneous nature of systems today. You'll also 
find expanded coverage of software installation and packaging, as well as basic information on Perl and Python.Unix 
Power Tools 3rd Edition is a browser's book...like a magazine that you don't read from start to finish, but leaf through 
repeatedly until you realize that you've read it all. Bursting with cross-references, interesting sidebars explore syntax 
or point out other directions for exploration, including relevant technical details that might not be immediately 
apparent. The book includes articles abstracted from other O'Reilly books, new information that highlights program 
tricks and gotchas, tips posted to the Net over the years, and other accumulated wisdom.Affectionately referred to by 
readers as "the" Unix book, UNIX Power Tools provides access to information every Unix user is going to need to 
know. It will help you think creatively about UNIX, and will help you get to the point where you can analyze your 
own problems. Your own solutions won't be far behind.

.com The mark of a craftsman is his familiarity with his tools, the speed with which he can use them to solve simple 
problems, and his cleverness in using them to solve more complicated challenges. The latest edition of Unix Power 
Tools explores the standard Unix tools in greater depth than ever, and with better coverage of Linux, FreeBSD, and 
even the Darwin environment of Mac OS X. It's also been improved by the addition of sections on Perl and Python, 
programming languages that can often solve Unix problems more adeptly than any specific utility. This detail-filled 
book distinguishes itself from other guides for Unix gurus with its organizational structure (it's a series of articles that 
can be absorbed sequentially or individually) and carefully designed and executed index. Like its esteemed 
predecessors, this book is one you will keep handy.The authors have achieved a nearly ideal balance in the pages of 
this book. It's not just a collection of recipes (such collections tend to leave you hanging if you want to do something a 
little differently), it's not just a book of documentation (books like that have application mainly as references for 
people who know a lot already), and it's not just a conceptual how-to guide. Unix Power Tools is all of those things, 
and the overall effect is impressive indeed. If you work with any flavor of Unix, whatever your level of experience, 
you will benefit by having this book. --David Wall Topics covered: How to work efficiently, elegantly, and creatively 
with the Unix tool suite, as well as (to a lesser extent) with Perl and Python scripts. Tips and strategies on 
customization, document generation, process management, and networking abound in this wisdom-rich volume. 
"Highly recommended." - Tony Houghton, Cvu, June 2003From the PublisherIdeal for UNIX users who hunger for 
technical--yet accessible--information, UNIX Power Tools consists of tips, tricks, concepts, and freeware (CD-ROM 
included). It also covers add-on utilities and how to take advantage of clever features in the most popular UNIX 
utilities. This is a browser's book...like a magazine that you don't read from start to finish, but leaf through repeatedly 
until you realize that you've read it all. The book is structured so that it bursts at the seams with cross references. 
Interesting "sidebars" explore syntax or point out other directions for exploration, including relevant technical details 
that might not be immediately apparent. You'll find articles abstracted from O'Reilly Nutshell Handbooks(R), new 
information that highlights program "tricks" and "gotchas," tips posted to the Net over the years, and other 
accumulated wisdom. The 55 chapters in this book discuss topics like file management, text editors, shell 



programming--even office automation. Overall, there's plenty of material here to satisfy even the most voracious 
appetites. The bottom line? UNIX Power Tools is loaded with practical advice about almost every aspect of UNIX. It 
will help you think creatively about UNIX, and will help you get to the point where you can analyze your own 
problems. Your own solutions won't be far behind. The CD-ROM includes all of the scripts and aliases from the book, 
plus perl, GNU emacs, pbmplus (manipulation utilities), ispell,screen, the sc spreadsheet, and about 60 other freeware 
programs. In addition to the source code, all the software is precompiled for Sun3, Sun4, DECstation, IBM RS/6000, 
HP 9000 (700 series), SCO Xenix, and SCO UNIX. (SCO UNIX binaries will likely also run on other Intel UNIX 
platforms, including Univel's new UNIXware.) 


