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From Barra Foundation : Upholstery in America and Europe from the Seventeenth Century to World War I 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Upholstery in America 
and Europe from the Seventeenth Century to World War I: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. GOOD HISTORICAL REFERENCEBy Beckett's MamaThis is a 
very good reference for historical information about upholstery, what materials were used, etc. It even provides a 
photographic description detailing how upholstery was once constructed, including the use of dried grass as a base 
layer. It is diffiuclt to find any, let alone good, historical references, as most upholstery books in the market today, are 
basically "How-to" books. Needless to say, this is not one of those books.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. A thorough discussion of the scholarship at that time combined ...By David OttingerA thorough discussion of 
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the scholarship at that time combined with practical examples. I do wonder what changes in the understanding have 
occurred since????0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Sedgwich LacyGood book. I like it.

Upholstery in America fills a large gap in our knowledge of the decorative arts.Despite the fact that for centuries a 
room's uphosltery was its most dominant and expensive feature, uphosltery was formerly one of the most neglected 
areas of study. This groundbreaking volume presents the latest research and analysis of leading scholars in the field 
and explores virtually every aspect of upholstery at different periods and in different places for some of three hundred 
years.Subjects range from types of fabrics and trimmings used, to the many different styles of hanging draperies, to the 
shapes of seats and cushions, to the place of the upholsterer in society. Special emphasis is placed on detailed analyses 
of craft practices such as the methods used to cut draperies and the techniques of building foundations for upholstered 
furniture.This book will thus enable today's craftsmen to recreate the styles, shapes and decorative finishes of the past 
times far more accurately than has been possible before. Copiously illustrated with over 250 photographs and line 
drawings, Upholstery in American and Europe will correct many commonly held but mistaken ideas about interior 
decoration in the past. It will be an essential resource for curators, conservators, craftsmen, collectors, decorators, and 
anyone else interested in antique furnishings. Color photographs throughout

From the Back CoverThis book will thus enable today's craftsmen to recreate the styles, shapes and decorative finishes 
of past times far more accurately than has been possible before. Copiously illustrated with over 250 photographs and 
line drawings, Upholstery in America and Europe will correct many commonly held but mistaken ideas about interior 
decoration in the past. 


