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Virginia Comer : Urban Details Los Angeles : Stairways  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Urban Details Los Angeles : Stairways: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An invitation to look more closelyBy Elisabeth A. HughesI own all 
three of the Urban Landscapes L.A. books. They are so pretty to look at with vintage-style photographs and each 
comes with a ribbon self-bookmark, so you really do get a feeling for the older Los Angeles details the author will tell 
you about. Stairways was my favorite thought Streetlights was very interesting also in that it really gets you paying 
attention to the little things all around you that you may have been passing by all this time without a glance. In 
Stairways, the locations are easy to find (except one typo about Grimke walk, I grew up playing there and know it is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1890449091


Outlook Ave, not Overlook) and a lot of little things about the history is mentioned. Nothing that goes too deep, it 
seems more an introduction to realizing the texture of the city and waking up to it! But a beautiful introduction, a 
unique concept. Many more American cities could use such a series.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
not her bestBy hhI bought this because I loved her book on Angel's Flight. But this one disappointed me. Maybe my 
expectations were unrealistic, but it just seemed to not offer much. And I didn't realize how small the book was until it 
arrived. Not a bad book and perhaps if this is your first purchase of such things, it's ok. But for seasoned readers on 
this topic, you've likely seen this before, and more.

Stairways, fountains, and streetlights are among the many overlooked small things that grace our cityscapes. Seeing 
and appreciating them is the idea behind the Urban Details series. Many have significant histories and are associated 
with important civic leaders, and many are merely the result of some functional requirement, but nearly all are the 
product of the loving hand labor of talented artisans.?Discover where Laurel and Hardy pushed a grand piano up a 
long stairway. Imagine corseted ladies negotiating hundreds of narrow steps heading to the streetcar in high heels 
carrying shopping bags. How about a fountain dedicated to Rudolph Valentino commissioned after his death by a 
group of loving fans? Learn about the "5-Globe Lewellyn" and other historic streetlights still decorating once-elegant 
boulevards.?These three compact books are designed as small photo albums with handwritten captions conveying the 
sense of personal discovery the author felt while pursuing her research. Urban Details will inspire readers to rediscover 
their cities.

About the AuthorVirginia Comer is widely published on the subject of Los Angeles history. Her books include Angels 
Flight: A History of Bunker Hill's Incline Railway, El Alisal, and Los Angeles: A View from Crown Hill, which won 
the Southern California Local History Award 


