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Vern Yip : Vern Yip's Design Wise: Your Smart Guide to a Beautiful Home  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Vern Yip's Design Wise: Your Smart Guide to a Beautiful 
Home: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. It's the Design Bible, written for normal people to understand.By 
Mitchel Eric SpolanIt really is a Design Bible... I think I may need two copies as I know that one will end up worn 
with continued use, but I still will want one out in pristine condition for friends and family to flip through. It's 
beautiful.From an inspiration point of view, this book is filled with amazing examples from every room in the house. 
What I personally love are the images that show how beautiful a room can look when you do things most normal 
people would not think of. For example, what do curtains that extend all the way to the ceiling look like? What 
should/could I put on end tables and coffee tables? What do layered pillows with multiple fabrics look like on a sofa? 
Where and how do I use small pieces of art and huge pieces of art? Can green apples really make my room look nicer? 
How can I use my books differently in the design of my rooms? How can different fabrics work in a room together? 
How should I use floor lamps, table lamps, and ceiling fixtures in a room together? Can I really put furniture in front 
of doors/windows? Should I consider putting something on TOP of my huge dressers/bookcases? How should I think 
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about a wall with multiple photos/art on it? Are there options for my ugly shower curtain? Why should I consider 
painting stripes on my wall... Horizontal stripes? Vertical stripes? How can I showcase what I collect? Plants? What 
kind? You get the idea.From the Design Bible perspective, every number I wish I always had is in ONE PLACE. 
There are "CHEAT SHEETS" in the appendix that list everything from how far dining chairs should be separated 
when planning your room, to how much room you need to walk behind furniture, to how close should curtains be to 
the ceiling? (It's 0"... looks awesome too, as I eluded to above.) There are numbers for every room in the house, and all 
the info I need for upholstery and wood furniture. SOOOO helpful.In short (well medium), I LOVE THIS BOOK! 
Two thumbs up!4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Useful textbook, but looks nice too!By 
indianajohnThis book actually helped me a lot more than I thought it would. I'm by no means a designer but after 
putting the info in this book to use, I noticed a big difference in the outcome of a room I recently renovated. The book 
is written so that a complete novice like myself can learn a tremendous amount about design in a very easy manner, 
but there is clearly a lot of info that more experienced designers could get out of it too. It's like a well-written textbook 
for design... that also looks good on a coffee table.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. best rug sizesBy 
Deborah CalaresoI found this book gave me so much information and detail in one volume! These are items I've 
always wanted to know, such as, how to properly calculate how large or small pieces of furniture should be, best rug 
sizes, best space between furniture pieces, when it's best (or not) to do install trim such as wainscoting. In decorating, I 
only know what I like and don't like; I don't have interior design skills. This is the first design book that conveys that 
information in numbers I can make sense of. Here is an example: I was debating whether or not to install wainscoting 
and/or ceiling trim. After reading Vern Yip's discussion and guidelines (I don't want to give them away), I realize it 
would've been a big mistake and I would probably not have liked the outcome! This terrific book was a lot less 
expensive than making the mistake! Love it!

WHAT MAKES A HOME BOTH SMART AND BEAUTIFUL?Have you ever wondered exactly how high to hang 
your artwork? How about the light fixture over your dining table?Do you know how to ideally size a rug for any room, 
or the best way to arrange your furniture? Trusted designer Vern Yip answers these questions, and more, by revealing 
the right formulas and measurements that can make any room feel just right. And once you know these key design 
principles, you're free to confidently create a home that uniquely celebrates your needs and style. Vern shares his 
favorite insider tips, and opens his doors to show how he's made them work in his own beloved homes. Vern Yip's 
Design Wise provides both the inspiration and the clear, essential guidelines you need to create a home that perfectly 
reflects you.

Enables novices to find their own aesthetic. His fans and those seeking basic design advice will find much to 
recommend.Library Journal, STARRED REVIEWJam-packed with helpful decorating advice shares tips like how to 
pick the right-size sofa, how low pendants should hang, and pretty ways to arrange store-bought flowers.HGTV 
MagazineNot just a coffee-table book filled with beautiful interiors, but a grab-and-go resource on what it takes to 
create timeless style at home.Los Angeles TimesGives you the design formulas and principles you need to achieve that 
flawless je ne sais quoi in every room of your home. Plus, the beautiful images of his own homes are not to be 
missed.PopsugarOprah.comStrategic secrets to creating an inviting living space.Oprah.comRemarkably practical 
advice.Atlanta magazine 


