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Working Windows, Revised and Updated Edition: A Guide to the Repair and Restoration of Wood Windows: 

18 of 18 people found the following review helpful. The Ultimate Guide for 'Permanent' WindowsBy Paul 
BrazeltonEveryone who's owned an old house has gone through it - after being barraged by literature from window 
manufacturers, energy companies and design mags, you start thinking about putting in new replacement windows. It 
makes sense, right? Spend the money now, and reaps the dividends in energy savings with those smart, vinyl clad 
future-proof windows.Some of us continue to read past this, and we learn more beyond the hype. Those old double-
hung sashes that have been keeping out the rain and wind for a century would be replaced with sashes that will last a 
few decades at most - replacements that often cannot be painted or even repaired when their exotic caulks inevitably 
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fail. Replacments that nullify the architectural integrity of your older home. Replacements manufactured with 
materials that have a profound negative environmental impact.So, what to do? You're tired of the breezes through your 
home, the condensation and frost in the winter, the windows you can't even open, the money you can see wafting out 
of doors every time the heat or AC kicks in. Can you repair these ancient windows, make them work like new - maybe 
even work *better* than new?Working Windows is the answer to that last question, and answers with an emphatic 
"YES!". Aside from windows rotting clear off of their frames, this book will help you recover, restore and improve 
your existing windows. From fixing problems with rot and warping to sealing out the weather to pointing and glazing, 
this book covers everything. Want to make your own storm windows? It's got it. How about screens? Sure thing.The 
market for restoring older windows is a bit on the fringe, so finding the parts can be tricky, and in this revised version 
even that's taken care of: there are addresses and URLs for just about every tool and material mentioned. If you just 
want to open those painted-shut sashes for free, that's covered, but if you're looking for high end architecturally-sound 
storm windows, that's covered, too.My only complaint with the book is that some of the illustrations are cryptic. 
Perhaps in the third edition some full color, detailed images can help walk us through window restoration.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Old house? Old windows? This is your book.By K. A. Lebherz-GelinasIt's 
not a big book but it covers quite a number of windows common to houses built in 1890 to late 1940s. It discusses the 
how-to's of restoring these windows and even how to deal with rotten and missing wood. If this guy writes a book on 
the how to *make* a window addendum to this book, I would snag it up in a heartbeat. It'd be so worth it.It's well 
written with the DIYer in mind and it does break down the process of troubleshooting, then repairing of each type of 
window covered in easy to follow steps. Yes I am being redundant as so few books cover repairing older windows.If 
you have an older house and those windows need work, I highly recommend this book. If you love DIY books, grab 
this and get it on your DIY bookshelf.This should be a Kindle Book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
but I didn't like the endless lists going through every obvious little stepBy Shane StockThe book was OK, but I didn't 
like the endless lists going through every obvious little step. I felt like there was too much detail in some areas and not 
enough in others. Sometimes there was a lack of illustrations to go along with the text explanations. For three or four 
dollars used it was a bargain. Then again free You Tube videos are probably more effective.

This definitive book covers the operation, care, repair, and restoration of all kinds of wood windows, along with 
chapters on weather-stripping, repainting, and refinishing.

.com In the late 20th century, in spite of the renewed interest in historical renovation, preserving resources, and a 
strong do-it-yourself tradition developing among homeowners, the art of maintaining and repairing wood windows has 
somehow fallen by the wayside. Few modern home-repair books include more than a cursory look at wood window 
repairs and restoration, offering sketchy information at best. A whole generation of people have been raised not 
knowing that the upper sash in a double-hung wood window is supposed to open just like the lower sash to allow one 
to easily wash windows inside and out without going outside, or that properly working double-hung windows permit 
one to adjust home ventilation by allowing warm air to escape out the upper sash and cool air to enter through the 
lower. In Meany's book, individual sections are devoted to the operation, care, and repair of double-hung wood 
windows, casement and awning windows, fixed windows, and other more unusual windows like pivoting and leaded 
glass windows, along with chapters on weather stripping, repainting, refinishing, and working with different kinds of 
window moldings. This definitive book on wood window repair and restoration is now offered in a new edition with 
excellent detail, helpful diagrams, simple and clear instructions, and a good bit of Meany's wry humor to make it a 
lively read. It is an absolutely indispensable part of any wood-window-owning do-it-yourselfer's home library. --Mark 
A. Hetts "The best guide on the subject.". --Seatle Times/Post Intelligencer"Meany has put together the definitive book 
on wood window repair and restoration. . . [it is] written with excellent detail, helpful diagrams, simple and clear 
instructions, and a good bit of Meany's wry humor to make it a lively read. It is an absolutely indispensable part of any 
wood-window-owning do-it-yourselfer's home library." -- .com"Whether you simply need to eliminate drafts or want 
to tackle complex stripping, author Meany is sure to steer you in the right direction. Remember, the windows really are 
the eyes of your home." --Timber Homes Illustrated 


