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David Stiles, Jeanie Stiles : Workshops You Can Build  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Workshops You Can Build: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Only 3 workshop plans and tons of basic carpentry informationBy 
speedbird57Only three plans. They make up 20 pages. The other 90% of the content is everything from "you should 
buy a VSR (that stands for Variable Speed Reversible Drill)", to how to rough frame, to "this is what a framing square 
looks like". If you already know how to build and are looking for plans, this will disappoint. If you have never swung 
a hammer and want to get started, this is a pretty good general introduction. You could probably build a decent 
structure just from this book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. money/time saverBy KoparcenerThis is 
a great book for anyone who needs additional storage for tools, garden, or workshop or, in my case, for office/ study/ 
man-cave. the book covers all the process of planning out the space you need,laying it out,and building it from the 
foundation up. It is well illustrated and simplifies the process making it within the capability of most DIY'ers with 
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average skill. I chose this book for the details on foundations and the ideas on various styles of construction. it is well 
worth the investment for anyone who is thinking of adding on or building a multi purpose building.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Good ideasBy johnUnless you are building the plan, it is not a How-to Book. it is really 
only an idea book. I did enjoy it, but it is not a reference book

Ideas and techniques for designing and building workspaces inside and outside the home. Workshops are not just for 
carpenters and builders. The workshops in this book have been designed for writers, artists, furniture makers, boat 
builders, gardeners, collectors and those who like to maintain and restore old cars. And workshops don't have to be 
expensive - one of the workshops in this book was constructed inside a closet. Even the most elaborate separate 
building can be put up for a very reasonable cost if you follow the instructions in this book and do the work yourself. 
Based on the success of their previous best selling books - Cabins, Sheds and Playhouses You Can Build - the author 
team of David and Jeanie Stiles have combined their skills and experience to walk you step-by-step through the 
selection and construction of a workshop that will give you years of enjoyment and add to the value of your house 
when you come to sell. Just a few of the other fact-filled chapters in this book include: Why and Where to Build -- 
how to design and plan a workshop in your basement, garage, attic, or building an addition or separate building 
Building the Workshop -- construction and design fundamentals Portable and Mini-Workshops -- no matter how little 
space you have, you can make something worthwhile Skill Review -- a basic primer on woodworking skills that 
covers all the basics - no experience necessary. Workshops You Can Build is packed with over 300 detailed and 
beautiful illustrations by the author which show every step of the building process in detail. 

The projects span the simple and cheap, to the difficult and expensive. There are solutions for every worker and 
budget. (Peggy Mackenzie Toronto Star 2006-02-23)With his wife, Jeanie, David Stiles has perfected the art of 
presenting solutions to all sorts of building projects. (Southampton Press 2005-05-19)Detailed drawings and 
instructions cover various building techniques and the basics... Large color photos of buildings make it hard not to 
daydream. (Cheryl-Anne Millsap Spokane Spokesman- 2005-07-28)For anyone who needs space for woodworking, 
art, writing, etc... the authors cover it all, offering simple solutions for the most difficult problems. (James Foye 
Woodshop News)What may be the ultimate how-to in workshop building... inspiring... eminently useful. (Krys 
Stefansky Norfolk Virginian-Pilot 2005-06-25)From the Author We wrote Workshops You Can Build for do-it-
yourself builders who are budget conscious, have adequate building skills and a desire to expand or create a workspace 
for their hobby or profession. Sometimes this means simply clearing out an unused corner of a room, installing shelves 
or redesigning space in an attic or basement. It can also mean building an addition to your house or even building a 
structure separate from your house. We have tried to include as many different workspace situations as possible. Our 
aim in writing Workshops You Can Build is to take the mystery out of home construction projects and to describe 
building techniques and projects in a way that makes them easy to understand and build. The book contains detailed 
illustrations backed up with clearly written instructions and includes a section with photographs of work spaces used 
by woodworkers, artists, potters and writers, to mention a few. Our goal is for the reader to feel totally confident when 
undertaking his or her building project. It is written in layman's terms with details, advice and trade secrets that we 
have learned from our own experience in designing and building. About the Author David Stiles is a designer/builder 
and together with his wife Jeanie has authored fifteen books. 


