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Phyllis Richardson : XS: Big Ideas in Small-Scale Building  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised XS: Big Ideas in Small-Scale Building: 

6 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Cool, Unique ProjectsBy Michele GThis is a nice little book, well 
put together, of some unique projects you might not otherwise see because they are so small. It isn't very indepth on 
any of them, no more that 3-4 pics usually. Contains a lot of projects with novel use of materials, most are built pretty 
cheap too.It is good general book and worth... I think.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Inspirational 
even for non-architectsBy Three if by SpaceThis is an outrageously good popularized book on very small, modern 
architecture. The several people I've showed it to have been fascinated, and one suggested in some seriousness that 
they would pay for the materials, if I wanted to construct one of the many structures that's briefly described. The 
format is small, this is an "idea book". It's well-printed and bound. The other reviewers have described the contents 
well. This would make a good gift for someone interested in modern architecture, or in "taking back" control of 
building design from the sterile boxes most of us must live in. (I wish some people in the Second Life virtual world 
would latch onto it.) It's a delight.9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. EnlighteningBy ArchiZonaThis 
book is about creativity and innovation; not just small-house-designing, but compact-space-creation. It contains not 
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only residential projects, but also public facilities (e.g., bus stops) and objects (e.g., stunning tents), plus some "think-
outside-the-box" structures for extream weather (e.g., north pole), remote locations, unusual situations (e.g., floating 
on a river) and pure entertainment (a pocket-size [before use] inflatable space). It also includes all the information 
about the architects and designers and the prices (generally very cheap, the inflatable space only costs about 5 franc!). 
However, I would like to have more informatin about those designs, maybe more pictures or text to get a more 
complete 3D feeling of those spaces.I discovered this book in a bookstore. After skimming through it, I immediately 
decided to order one copy. If you want to find some recent architecture and building cases, you'd better get some other 
books or buy some magazines. But if you want to know how far architecure and design can go and want to experience 
some intellectural stimulation, then get this book. You will be enlightened.

A follow-up to the highly successful XS: Big Ideas, Small Buildings, this book features contemporary solutions to two 
of today's most challenging problems-how to conserve space and help save the environment. The design goals of the 
40 houses included here are to build as small as possible, to harmonize with the site, to use natural heating and cooling 
techniques, and, above all, to combine aesthetic beauty with ecological sensitivity. The houses are striking in 
appearance, inexpensive to build, and totally functional, and will serve as inspiration for architects and potential 
owners.Designed by a variety of young international architects (among them Patkau, ShoP, Sean Godsel, and Klein 
Dytham) the projects featured here reveal an extraordinary degree of ingenuity within a tight, creative context or 
budget. As homeowners become more environmentally savvy and demand environmentally sound choices, a new 
generation of architects and builders is creating warm, inviting homes that cause only a fraction of the ecological 
impact of conventional building methods. The book is also a compelling manifesto that illustrates how ecological 
responsibility can reinvigorate contemporary architecture. Sustainability is not just good for the environment-it also 
propels architects toward new innovations and greater creativity.
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