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Nancy Berliner : Yin Yu Tang: The Architecture and Daily Life of a Chinese House  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Yin Yu Tang: The Architecture and Daily Life of a 
Chinese House: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Peabody Essex Museum features this Chinese home.By MoccasinIf 
you have yet to tour this Chinese house moved to the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem, put it on your itinerary. We 
toured the home on two separate occasions, because it is so fascinating.I am pleased to find this book available as an e-
book for my Kindle. It was published around 2003, when the home was opened to the public at the Museum. Since 
they allow no picture taking in the home, the pictures in this book are very helpful. I enjoy reading the book, and 
submit this review before I've read all of it. It would be nice if they'd update the title to include more features that I've 
noticed during my tours of the home. Like the use of the giant bamboo to provide downspouts for rain runoff, which 
winds up in the two sisterns inside the courtyard. The tour guides also explained the security measures of the home, 
and how the women who resided there while the men of the family were away as merchants traveling all over the 
world. How the grandmother was head of the family then. I loved the enclosed courtyard and the two and three stories 
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of the house, the use of shutters and the use of folding door panels and bed hangings to provide privacy and warmth as 
conditions required. The book explains the circumstances which led to the men becoming merchants and not farmers, 
and why it was a home composed primarily of women.Read about one family surviving many periods--centuries 
really--of Chinese history, which includes troubled times of the more recent generations. The home survives to tell the 
tale. Well worth understanding what this book offers.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A fascinating 
story of one womans love of Chinese culture.By Webb ScottNancy Berliner has written a marvelous book about the 
finding of an architectural gem in China and the journey that took both the writer and the building to their new home 
in the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem Massachusetts!For those of us who are lucky enough to live in the area...the 
Yin Yu Tang House offers a step back into the rural history of China. Walking through the house and listening to the 
excellent narrative provided by the author, really makes the house come alive. The architecture is a wonder to Western 
eyes...the scale of it, the light and dark of it, the tiny cramped kitchen, the open roof with pools and plantings below, 
the second story balcony that wraps around the open space and provides access to the bedrooms, all make for a 
personal experience of a life and time long gone. But it is not just experiencing the house itself...but learning how the 
many generations lived in it and the traditions of their times.If you can't walk through the house in person, this book 
will do a darned good job of bringing it to you...everything that happened before ( and it is a pretty amazing story ) to 
what is happening now. For anyone who is interested in the social history of architecture and wants to read about a 
creative curator who really understands the value of what it can teach us about the past...this is the book for you!0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. I love visiting this house and bringing my friends and family ...By Ruth 
DaterIf you visit the Peabody Essex Museum and want to know more about the Chinese house, this is the book for 
you. It has lots of pictures of the house as it was in China when it was purchased and tells the story of the family who 
lived in the house and were its primary owners. I love visiting this house and bringing my friends and family to see 
such an interesting historical setting. It brings alive Chinese history as one looks at the Mao posters and sees the 
intricate carvings of the windows. The baby minder is especially ingenuous.

In the late Qing dynasty, around the year 1800, a prosperous Chinese merchant named Huang built a house for his 
family in a remote village southwest of Shanghai. He named the house Yin Yu Tang which means Hall of Abundant 
Shelterimplying his desire for the building to shelter many of his descendants. For seven generations, members of the 
Huang family ate, slept, laughed, cried, married and gave birth in the house.By the mid-1990s, the surviving members 
of the Huang family had moved away from Yin Yu Tang to take jobs in the cities. In 2003 the house found a new 
home as a permanent exhibit in the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem, Massachusetts. This book, with its room-by-
room, generation-by-generation documentation of life in the house, serves as a unique and invaluable introduction to 
traditional Chinese family and village life.Nancy Berliner, one of the country's foremost experts on Chinese furniture 
and arts, takes the reader on a tour of this unique homestead providing detail on Chinese architecture, construction 
methods, decoration, furniture and family heirlooms. She weaves a story of domestic life in Chinese culture by 
explaining the traditions of the family who lived hereespecially their love and respect for family and ancestors. She 
also documents the remarkable restoration and reconstruction of Yin Yu Tang, truly a treasure trove of Chinese 
history.With hundreds of photographs, scores of primary documents, and thousands of fascinating details, Yin Yu 
Tang: The Architecture and Daily Life of a Chinese House offers a vivid portrait of everyday life in traditional China.

"The complex tale of Yin Yu Tang's salvation, careful dismantling, painstaking reconstruction and authentic 
refurnishing at the New England institution is alluded to in a brief epilogue. But it is the profoundly moving saga of 
the Huang family, generations of whom lived and died in Yin Yu Tang, that raises this above a routine preservation 
success story. Their touching and uplifting stories, told in the first person through letters, diaries and interviews, 
confirm how the psychic relationship between house and home is by far the most elemental function of 
architecture."The New York Times"If only walls could talk? Well, Yin Yu Tang's did, and what a story they have to 
tell."Asian of Books"This book is recommendedfor the Chinese history and culture sections of both public and 
academic libraries."Library JournalAbout the AuthorNancy Berliner is curator of Chinese art at the Peabody Essex 
Museum in Salem, Massachusetts, and has curated exhibits of Chinese arts at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and 
the Yale University Art Gallery, among others. She has lectured at Harvard University, Dartmouth College, the Asia 
Society of Houston, and the ChinaInstitute. She has written for the New York Times, Asian Wall Street Journal, 
Boston Globe, Asian Art, and American Craft magazines, and is the author of Beyond the Screen: Chinese Furniture 
of the 16th and 17th Century, and Chinese Folk Art. 


