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Gordon Hayward : Your House, Your Garden: A Foolproof Approach to Garden Design before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Y our House, Y our Garden: A Fool proof
Approach to Garden Design:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book for cold climate houses with large lotsBy M.
NyBlomThis book iswritten with the assumption that the homeowner has alarge lot and livesin a colder climate,
most likely the northeastern Unites States. There are many good design principles here, but nothing for the southern
California homeowner who has an average of 6500 square feet of land and probably no driveway. Only once was there
areference to a house close to a street; the rest of the book talks about creating a pleasing "parking area" and the view
from such parking areato the house, spectacular views of alake, etc. which you only havein L.A. if you're fairly
wealthy. Many of the plants referenced don't grow in Los Angeles either. Thereis a section about selecting which part
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of the yard to build an entertaining patio, which makes the assumption that you have the option to put it anywhere you
choose (again with the large lot) and advises to place it on the west side, assuming it won't be hot in the late afternoon.
Both incorrect for southern California. But if you livein a colder climate and have alot of land, | highly recommend
this book. My copy will be available shortly on thisweb site.55 of 58 people found the following review helpful.
AverageBy K. A. PeckPerhaps going into it...| expected too much!As a Landscape Designer 1'd heard of him often,
seminars, lectures etc. but somehow the book wasn't anywhere near as good as I'd hoped.I'm certain | would have
enjoyed the book moreif | didn't spend so much time wrestling with the layout. Mr. Hayward goes into great detail
about landscaping concepts on a particular project would generally end up referring to related photos or figures that
were often many pages ahead. The going back forth got really old after awhile...not to mention,extremely frustrating. |
think any reader generally appreciates seeing the photos being referred to on the page they are explained.My other
negative about this book was that so much detail seemed to be spent on specific projects that it seemed the author was
more preoccupied at times with his clients project describing things that often weren't even in the photographs or
seriously helpful to a designer wanting to learn more. A more preferable approach in my opinion would have been to
not fuss about specific client details but glean from the projects the essence or core principles applied present them in a
straight forward, generic fashion.After reading the entire book slowly carefully, | would honeslty have to admit I'd
hoped to find a vast wealth of practical easily adaptable gems. Instead | only came away with very limited amount of
useful information.| have not read any of Mr. Hayward's other books..so | may check them out in the library first
before buying...perhaps they might be far superior to thisone. | still hold to my opinion that he's a brilliant
designer...however that doesn't necessariy make him a great writer! A book | found to be much better is The Landscape
Design Answer Book by Jane Bath...1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Virginia P
GrayL ot of useful tips.

A breakthrough in inspiring yet practical do-it-yourself garden and landscape design, including dozens of detailed
plans. Finally, homeowners can tackle new garden designs and fix old ones with the confidence and know-how to
succeed. Professional garden designer Gordon Hayward provides the tools by demonstrating the guiding principles
behind his own designs: take clues from the style, materials, and proportions of existing features, particularly your
house, but also garages and outbuildings, property lines, streets, walls, and walkways. Look closely at these features,
and they will suggest good design. Over sixty color photographs and over one hundred detailed watercolor sketches of
Hayward's plans for his clients show how to read the clues and then design gardens that relate to their surroundings
and unify entire properties. Many tricks of the trade are given, including how to make inviting, sheltering entry
gardens; screen unsightly features and utilities, and reclaim narrow, shady side yards. Surefire methods for designing
front, side, and backyard gardens are explained. 200 color photographs and drawings

From Publishers WeeklyA gifted teacher, Haywood (Stone in the Garden) begins with a deceptively simple idea:

"Y our house is the center of your garden.” His exploration of what that means both as "an aesthetic notion” and a
"practical tool" gives the reader a solid foundation in home garden design. In six chapters devoted to the main
locations for the garden-front, side, back (including patios and terraces), ells or courtyards, between buildings and
around outbuildings-readers learn how to create inviting outdoor spaces, solve common problems and establish a
unifying flow. Hayward's examples from his work as a prominent garden designer illuminate principles that home
gardeners can apply to their own circumstances. He prescriptively presents welcome solutions to eyesores such as
"power lines and meter boxes, propane tanks, satellite dishes, mounded leach fields' and more. While the book
includes many helpful planting suggestions and plant lists (as well as 200 helpful photos and drawings), thisisnot a
what-to-plant-where guide. Hayward's approach is fundamentally architectural, and he warns not to "expect al the
answersto rely solely on plants." For Hayward, agarden is "made up of paths and sitting areas among trees, shrubs,
perennials, annuals in pots, furniture, and garden ornaments.” Numerous detailed watercolors and color photographs
show theinterplay of plants with structural elements such as paths, steps, arbors, fences and stone walls. The reader
who follows Hayward's advice to "bring your creative mind to our images” will be rewarded with "no end of
springboards for your own garden designs." Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistL andscape
design books abound, yet few tackle the subject as practically or proficiently as Hayward's. Beginning with asimple
and obvious premise, that your house is the center from which your garden design should flow, Hayward breaks a
property into its separate landscaping areas--entrance, side yards and back yards, specialty areas such as courtyards,
and outbuildings--to effectively illustrate how the whole really can be the sum of its parts. He addresses the aesthetic
as well asthe utilitarian aspects of garden design with a detailed approach that is both inspirational and sensible. A
design consultant for residential gardens from Boston to Hawaii, Hayward recalls the challenges he and his clients
encountered and how they were overcome. Paying particular attention to such ubiquitous, unsightly elements asill-
placed power meters and cooling units, Hayward teaches home owners how to conceal such undesirable elements and
reveal aproperty's true beauty. Carol HaggasCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved Every
homeowner needs this book! - Julie Moir Messervy, garden designer and author of The Inward GardenGarden design



has never had a better teacher. Read Y our House, Y our Garden and make everything look right. - Roger B. Swain,
Science Editor, Horticulture magazine



